God’s Word in Your Hand

GOD HAS SPOKEN!
¢ Through the Living Word
Pre-existent God

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The
same was in the beginning with God.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in
the beginning with God.
‘Ev ocpxn nw o koyog, kel 0 Adyoc v mpog TOV Bedy, kal Bedc fv 6 Adyoc. 2 o0Tog
v &v apyf Tpog TOv Belv.

God became flesh — assumed true humanity — to reveal Himself in flesh to man.

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Kal 0 A0yog otpE éyéveto kol €0kNrwoey v Muly, kol éBeaoapuede thy S6Euv
a0toD, 868y WG Wovoyevodg Tope TaTPdg, TANPNG XUPLTOG Kol aAndeloc.

1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our

eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 2 (For the life was
manifested, and we have seen if, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with
the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you . .

What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we
have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life-- 2 and the life was
manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the
Father and was manifested to us-- 3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also . . .
"0 ﬁv am’ apxﬁg, 0 ocKnKéocpev 0 ewpo’cmpev 101G ocbeockpoic; np(fw 0 eeeocoo'cpeeoc
Kol ol XELpEC_, np(ov ymradnoar ‘iTEpL Tob koyou rng (wiic-2 kol M Cwn ecbowepooen,
KocL empocKoapev Kol pocprupouuev Kol amxyyekkopev U}.LLV v C(onv rnv OLL(,OVLOV
HTLg MV TPOg TOV TaTépr Kol Epavepwdn MUlv-3 0 €WPEKULEY KaL GKTKOXUED,
ATy YEALOUEY Kal UPTY . . .

¢ At many times and in many ways.

Hebrews 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by
whom also he made the worlds; 3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his
person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;
God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in
these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also
He made the world. 3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature,
and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down
at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
[ToAupep®¢ Kol TOALTPOTWE ToAXL 0 Bedg AaAnong TOLG TUTPAOLY €V TOLG TPOPMTaLS 2
€T’ EOYOTOL TOV MUEPDV TOVTWV EAAANOEY MULY €V LG, OV €BnKer KANPOVOUOY TavTtwy,
81" ol kol €moinoer toug aidvag 3 0¢ OV amadynoue The 60ENG kol XapakTtnp TS
UT00TOOEWG DTOD, PEPWY TE TO TOVTH TG PNHATL THS Suvauews adTod, KabupLowoy TOV
QUOPTLOV TOLTOOUEVOG €KaOLOEY €V defLll The peyaiwoling év DYmAolc,

Through prophets:



¢
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Spoken revelation.
Written revelation — scripture.
Through a Son - in flesh.
The effulgence of God’s glory.
The exact representation (character) of God’s nature (essence).

In a permanent and powerful way.

2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works.
All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training
in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
= All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every
good work.
mhoo ypodm Geom/euo'tog Kol md)ekLpog TPOG 6L60¢0K0LM0W TPOG eleypov TPOG
EmavopdwoLy, ﬂpog TaLdeloay THY v 6LKocLoouvn, 17 e &ptiog f 6 T0D BeoDd
Gvlpwtog, TPOg TaY €pyov ayabov EENPTLOUEVOC.

Inerrant, infallible, without error or omission in the whole and in the part. Eternal, possessing
the life (power) of God.

Matthew 5:18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.
"For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall
pass from the Law until all is accomplished
ocunv Yap )Leyo) Up (A%8 eo)g av ﬂapeken 0 oupocvog kel 1 yA, Lt v f plo kepalo
O pun TepéAdn amod Tod VOpoU, €Wg AV TovTe YéunTaL.

Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.
"Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.
0 olpavog kol M yA mapereloetal, ol 6¢ AdyoL pou ob uf TopEABwaLy.

A direct result of inspiration:
Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing
as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart.
Zov yap 6 Aoyoc toD Beod kol Evepync Kol TORWTEPOG LTEP TRONY HaYOLPNY
dlotopor kol Suikvolperog Gypl heplopod Yuyfg kel TYeUHaTog, (PUOY Te Kol
LUEADV, KoL KPLTLKOG EVBUpToewy Kol évvol@dy kepdlog:
évbupnoewr kol évvoldr kapdlag: These are the hidden thoughts and motives of the
heart of man.

Sourced in God, not man — utterly reliable.
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2 Peter 1:15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in
remembrance. 16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received from
God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we
were with him in the holy mount. 19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in
your hearts: 20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21 For
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost.
And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to
mind. 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For when He received
honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic
Glory, "This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased "-- 18 and we ourselves heard this
utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. 19 So we have the
prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark
place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 20 But know this first of all, that
no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by
an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
OTOUSKOW O KL EKAOTOTE EXELY DUAC WETh TNV Euny €Eodov TY ToUTwV pvnuny
ToLelobut. 16 OO yop oecopLopévolg LiboLg EEakoAOUONOUVTES EYVWPLONUEY DUTY THY
70D kuplou NUAY 'Incod Xprotod dUvapLy kol Tepovsiey AL EmOTTaL yevndévteg ThG
€kelvou peyodeldtntog. 17 Aaav yop mapd 8eod Tatpog TLUNY kol 60fay GwYig
eveyBelong adt® ToLdode LTO Thg peyodompemodg 60Eng, ‘O LLOg Hov O AyoTTOC oL 0L
TOC €0TLY €1¢ OV €yw e€Dd0KkNow, 18 kol Tadtny Ty GwunY MHuelg Nkoloouey €€ obparod
evexBeloar oLy adT® OvTeg €v ¢ aylw Opel. 19 kal €éxouer PeuLodtepor OV
TpogrT LKbV A0yov, @ KeAQG ToLelTe Trpooéxovrec; e )u')xvm d)ocivovn €V adYUNPR TOTW,
€wg 0D npepa 6Lowyoc0n Kol pwodpOpoc GvaTelAn v Tolg KapdLlolg Upmv 20 tobto
ﬂp(orov ymeKovreg OTL Taow Trpod)nreux ypoccbng L6Lou; emkuoewg ou ywemL 21 o0 yop
BeAuatL arfpwdTou NUéxdN TpodnTele TOTE, GAAL UTO TVeOUNTOS GYLOU (GepOperoL
eraAnoor amo Beod &rBpwmol.

A more sure word of prophecy
[GING] BéPacLog; firm, strong, secure, reliable, dependable, certain
Prophecy not originating from anyone’s own unique person
nioe TpodnTele ypadfc Lolag émAdoewg o) yivetaL:

Lit. every prophecy of scripture from anyone’s own unique person loosed upon did not
originate. Therefore: No prophecy of scripture is from anyone’s unique personal
origination. The grammar is emphatic.

b / .
emLALoewe Fr. unloose, disclose or release

Paraphrase: vs. 21 But first of all, know this: that no prophecy of scripture is of any
private (personal) origination 22 because no prophecy was ever made by the will or
desires of man but in contradistinction men spoke from God being carried along by the
Holy Spirit.

¢ The process by which God’s Word has come into our hands.
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1. The original writings:
By means of verbal-plenary inspiration
Verbal = the very words used — every word.

Plenary = full, complete in every respect: ABSOLUTE, UNQUALIFIED. Unconditional,
unrestricted, unlimited, etc.

Gaussen: Inspiration: ... that inexplicable power which the Divine Spirit put forth
of old on the authors of holy Scripture, in order to guide them even in the
employment of the words they used, and to preserve them alike from all error and
from all omission.

Cleon L. Rogers: The rabbinical teaching was that the Spirit of God rested on and
in the prophets and spoke through them, so that their words did not come from
themselves but from the mouth of God; they spoke and wrote in the Holy Spirit. The
early church was in entire agreement with this view.

Old Testament writings in Hebrew and Aramaic

New Testament writings in Koine Greek
2. Copies were handwritten in the original languages and distributed.
3. Many of these copies were preserved for following generations.

4. Men with a passion to see God’s Word made accessible to the masses began translating
copies that were available to them into various languages spoken in their day and time.

5. Hebrew and Greek texts were combined in a process called textual criticism (constructive, not
destructive) into single manuscripts (Old and New Testaments) so others could have a reliable
text from which to make translations available to the people.

6. Initially, only hand copied scriptures were available.

7. With the invention of the printing press, copies of the various translations were made available
to many.

8. Additional manuscripts, both Old and New Testament were discovered, giving new and more
accurate insights into the original writings.

9. New versions or translations were published as progress was made in the textual field. The
King James Version was one of these.

A VERY IMPORTANT NOTE:

As new manuscripts were discovered there was total corroboration from all of them on every major
doctrine of both Old and New Testaments. There was further clarification of various nuances in minor
matters only. Major, significant variants in New Testament manuscripts would fill less than one of 900
pages of the Greek text with several pages more on the minor variants. Testimony to every major
doctrine we teach and preach has been unanimous in all of the texts, both Old and New Testament.

Corroboration: Evidence which confirms or supports a statement, theory, or finding; confirmation.

Qualities and Qualifications for a Legitimate, Acceptable Translation of God’s Word
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As to the translators themselves

1. Must be men who wholeheartedly embrace the inspiration of the Scriptures in their original
writings. They must stand in awe of God and His Word.

2. Must be men who believe in the inerrancy and infallibility of the Scriptures.

3. Must be men who are competent to do the work - with the academic qualifications, especially
in the original languages to

4. Must be in number sufficient to insure that the outcome of the translation is balanced.
5. Must not be theologically aberrant — as liberal or cultist.
As to the methods of translation

1. A genuine and pure translation must be that of formal equivalency.

What God says is the great consideration here, not necessarily what He means by what He
says.

Interpretation is the legitimate responsibility of the reader, not the translator.
We must be more concerned with the Divine Author than we are with the human reader.
We believe that the very words of Scripture are inspired — plenarily and verbally

2. Dynamic equivalency adds the matter of interpretation and incorporates it into the text in a way
that the reader does not know where this takes place.

Here the translators are concerned with the ideas and thoughts of the text more than the
words of the text. It becomes a thought for thought translation rather than a word for word
translation.

3. A paraphrase is a sort of commentary written in textual fashion. It does not pretend to be a
translation but is written to give the writers running interpretation of Scripture passages.

As to the translation itself

1. It must accurately represent the Greek and Hebrew texts of Scripture. It must reproduce in
English, the exact words of the original texts as much as the translation process allows.

2. It must preserve the technical theological framework in the vocabulary it uses. Great and
significant doctrinal words must be used wherever they are found.

3. It must be readable in the language that is used and understood by the reader.

4. The format of the notes should not have a theological bent that leads to confusion in the mind
of the reader.

Today’s translations — there are four translations that conform to formal equivalency:
1. The King James Bible

2. The New King James Bible
3. The New American Standard Bible
4. The English Standard Bible



