How Then, Can | Decide What is Right for Me?
NOTE THE GENERATIONAL DYNAMIC IN HOLINESS (INTEGRITY) AND SEPARATION

Every Christian is faced with situations about which he must make decisions, but about which
there seem to be no clear scriptural statement. Many of the issues we face are not
addressed or identified in the Bible by name. How then, can | know what to do when faced
with such questions?

| must first ask whether or not there is a principle taught in Scripture that | can apply to my
situation. For those sincerely interested in knowing the will of God the following tests should
be applied. Failing any of the tests, the matter in question should be considered
unacceptable.

These Scriptural principles are timeless. However, their application may change as the
immediate context or circumstances change.

SCRIPTURAL TESTS FOR MODERN DILEMMAS

1. THE IDENTITY TEST.
a. Will it affect my identity as a child of God?
» AS ABELIEVER, WHO AND WHAT AM | ?
» “Child” = born one, one sharing the nature of the parent.

1 John 3:7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is
righteous, even as he is righteous. 8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the
devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. 9 Whosoever is born of
God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin,
because he is born of God. 10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the
children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he
that loveth not his brother.
Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices
righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; 8 the one who practices
sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of
God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one
who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he
cannot sin, because he is born of God. 10 By this the children of God and the
children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice
righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.

, UNdeLe TAVAT®w VPAS O ToL@dY TNV SLkaLoouvny Sikolog
€0TLY, KoOWC €KeLVog SlkaLOg €0TLY 8 O MOLGAY TNV GuapTiey €k ToD
dLaBorov €otiv, OTL am apyfic 0 SLaPoroc apapToveL. €ig TodTo
€havepwdn 0 viog tod Beod, Tva Abom ta €pya Tod SLaforov. 9 TIag
0 yeyevvnuévog ék tod Beod apoptior o Tolel, 6TL omépue ohtod
€ adT® PéveL, kol o0 SUvaTaL QUoPTOVELY, OTL
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Bcod, kol 0 un ayam®dv tov adeApov adtod.
[Fri] ; literally bear, give birth to, bring forth (children)
Fri] yevvaw; (1) literally; (a) of men father, become the father of (beget)
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[LS] moLéw, Used in two general senses, to make and to do. A. to make,
produce, create B. to do, much like Tpaoow

Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate fo be conformed
[inwardly and outwardly] to the image of his Son, that [for this reason] he might be
the firstborn among many brethren.
For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the
image of HIS Son so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren
OTL ov¢ TTpOE'\{V(o Kol Trpowpwev ouppopcbovg ¢ €lkovog Tod viod
abtod, elg 10 elvel adtOv TPWTOTOKOY €V TOAAOLG GdeAdols:

A.T. Robertson: Conformed to the image (summorphous tés eikonos). Late
adjective from sun and morphé and so an inward and not merely superficial
conformity. Eikén is used of Christ as the very image of the Father. Here we
have both morphé and eikdn to express the gradual change in us till we acquire
the likeness of Christ the Son of God so that we ourselves shall ultimately have
the family likeness of sons of God. Glorious destiny. That he might be (eis to
einai auton). Common idiom for purpose. First born among many brethren
(prétotokon en pollois adelphois).

Deuteronomy 14:1 Ye are the children of the LORD your God: ye shall not cut
yourselves, nor make any baldness between your eyes for the dead. 2 For thou art
an holy people [people of integrity] unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath
chosen thee to be a peculiar people [His own personal possession] unto himself,
above all the nations that are upon the earth.
"You are the sons of the LORD your God; you shall not cut yourselves nor shave
your forehead for the sake of the dead. 2 "For you are a holy people to the LORD
your God, and the LORD has chosen you to be a people for His own possession
out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.

b. Is it identified in the minds of others with that which is evil or wrong — does it
communicate a wrong message about me to others?

Romans 12:1 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to [allow yourself to be poured into the
mould of] this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
Therefore | urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of
worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which
is good and acceptable and perfect.
[opokad® obv VPG, adeddol, S TOV olkTLPu@Y Tod Oeod mapaoThoul
T0 OWUKTE DLOV Buolaw (Doav aylay ebapeator ¢ Bew, THY AoyLKNY
Aoatpeloy DUV 2 kol Wi ovoynuetileofe ¢ aldvr to0Tw, dAAX
wetopopdodobe Th dvakoivwoer 10D Yoog elg TO Sokiuadely VPAC TL TO
BEANUe ToD BeoD, TO dyabor kol €DOPESTOV Kal TEAELOV.

¢ He isjust like the rest of us!
¢ There is no difference between himand us . . .
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¢ Metamorphosis creates an entirely new identity, and one much more
attractive than the previous mode of existence!

NOTE: The worm spends its entire life in consuming, consuming and more
consuming. The butterfly specializes in multiplication of the species.

2. THE STUMBLING TEST.

a. Will it offend the conscience of a sincere Christian brother?

NOTE: The word sincere is a key word here.

Romans 14:13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this
rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's
way. 14 | know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean
[ceremonially unclean] of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to
him it is unclean. 15 But if thy brother be grieved [hurt] with thy meat, [that which
| may rightfully choose to do] . Destroy not him
with thy meat, (exercise of my personal rights) for whom Christ died.
Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this-- not
to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way. 14 | know and am
convinced in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean [ceremonially unclean] in
itself; but to him who thinks anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. 15 For if
because of food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according to love.
Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died.
MnkétL odv aAAAOUC Kpivaev &AL TODTO Kplvate paAlov, TO UT
n@évou. Trp(')OKoppoc o) océe)Ld)(I) 1 OKo'cV(Sockov 14 oldo Kol ﬂéﬂELopaL v
KUpL(o Inoou O’EL ouéev KOLVOV o’ eowrov €l un m) koyLCopevw TL
KOLVOV €lvul, ékelvw koLvov. 15 el yap 6Loc Bp(opoc 0 océekdaog oov
AvTelTot, © UM T Bpwpatl oov ékelvov
ATOALVE fm‘ep o0 XpLotog amébovey.

Paraphrase: 13 no longer let us be critical toward one another by judging them.
Rather determine this — that you do not place an object of stumbling or instrument of
entrapment in a brother’s way 14 | perceive and am fully persuaded that nothing is
ceremonially unclean in and of itself except to the one who in his own mind considers
it to be unclean — to this one it is ceremonially unclean. 15 because, if through
that which you eat your brother is sorely offended, you are not walking in accordance
with love. Do not destroy (ruin, kill) the one, specifically, for whom Christ died.

Review the following:
¢ Choices the Lord Jesus Made — on our behalf

Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who,
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is
above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;

5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
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6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God a thing to be grasped,

7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in
the likeness of men.

8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

tolTOo d)poveL're ev U}J.LV 0 KOLL eu Xptorw ’Inoou 6 O¢ év uopd)n
9601) Uﬂapxwv ol ocpmxypov NYNOKTO TO ELVOCL Looc Bew, 7 QAL
EUTOV EKEVWOEY HopdNY 60VA0L AaPWY, €V OLOLWUNTL owep(mm)v
YEVOUEVog: 8 kol oyMUaTL €Vpedelg g BvOpWTOC ETaTELVWOOEY
€UTOV YEVOUEVOC DTNKOOG HEXPL Bavatou, Bovdtou &€ aTavpod.

[GING] mind = dpovéw think, hold or form an opinion, judge; have thoughts or
attitudes, be minded or disposed; way of thinking, disposition, attitude

NOTE: Our Lord Jesus Christ made personal choices
Vs. 6 NASB

1. He deliberately chose not to forcefully hold on to that which was rightfully His
— equality with God! Even though He was, in essence, God.

Vs. 7 NASB
2. He deliberately chose to empty Himself — of Himself.
3. He deliberately chose to take on the function and life role of a bond slave.

4. He deliberately chose to assume human flesh and become like us — except
for our sin.

Vs. 8 NASB
5. He deliberately chose to humble and humiliate Himself.

6. He deliberately chose to become obedient (regardless of the consequences)
— and He chose the extent of that obedience — death on the cross.

¢ lIs this how we think?

Romans 14:20 For meat [exercise of personal rights] destroy [ruin, demolish] not the
work of God. All things indeed are pure [ceremonially and morally clean]; but it is evil
for that man who eateth with offence [causing to stumble]. 21 It is good neither
[1] to eat flesh, nor [2] to drink wine, nor any thing [3] whereby thy brother
stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.
Do not tear down the work of God for the sake of food. All things indeed are
clean, but they are evil for the man who eats and gives offense. 21 It is good not
to eat meat or to drink wine, or to do anything by which your brother stumbles.
T €veker PpWHaTtoc KatAve TO épyov Tod Ocod. mavte uev kobopd,
GAAX KokOV TR aVBpWT®w TG S TPOOKOUUATOS €0BlovTL. 21 KaAOY TO
un poyely kpéo punde mely olvov unde év ¢ 0 ddeddpdc oov TPOOKOTTEL.
Philippians 2:1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love,
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be
likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing
be done through strife [self-seeking] or vainglory [conceit]; but in lowliness of
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mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look not every man on
his own things, but every man also on the things of others.
Paraphrase: ®Do nothing from self-interest (self-seeking) or empty conceit; but
rather in an attitude of unselfish humility each one should regard others to be
more important than yourselves *Each one should not only be looking out for his
own interests but rather for the interests of others also.

1 Corinthians 8:7 Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some with
conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their
conscience being weak is defiled [stained, soiled, made impure]. 8 But meat
commendeth us not [does not give us standing] to God: for neither, if we eat, are we
the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. 9 But take heed lest by any
means this liberty [} é&ovoie DuV] of yours become a stumblingblock to them
that are weak. 10 For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the
idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat
those things which are offered to idols; 11 And through thy knowledge shall the weak
brother perish, for whom Christ died? 12 But when ye sin so against the brethren,
and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ.
However not all men have this knowledge; but some, being accustomed to the
idol until now, eat food as if it were sacrificed to an idol; and their conscience
being weak is defiled. 8 But food will not commend us to God; we are neither the
worse if we do not eat, nor the better if we do eat. 9 But take care that this liberty
of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if
someone sees you, who have knowledge, dining in an idol's temple, will not his
conscience, if he is weak, be strengthened to eat things sacrificed to idols? 11
For through your knowledge he who is weak is ruined, the brother for
whose sake Christ died. 12 And so, by sinning against the brethren and
wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.
AL oUk €V TROLY 1) Yr@oLg TLveg de tf) ovvnfele €wg dptL tod
eldWAOL ¢ eldwAdBuTOV €0BlovoLy, kal 1) ovreldnole adT@OY AoPeVTC
o0oe LoADVETHL. 8 Bpdue &€ MUAC 00 TapaoTtnoel T¢) Beqy: olte éxv un)
Paywper Lotepolpedn, olTe €V PoywUEY TePLOoEDOUEY. 9 PAETETE dE UN
Tw¢ N €ovole VLAV adTn TPOoKOoUUe YévntaL Tolg aobevéoiy. 10 éov
vap TLg 18 o€ TOv Exovte Yyr@oLy €V eldwAclw KaTaKelpevor, obyL 1
ouveldnore abtod aoPevodc Bvtog olkodoundnoetal €ig TO Ti
eldwAdButa €0BieLy; 11 GmOAALTEL Yop O GoBev®dy év Tf off YrwoeL, O
GSeAdog 61 Oov XpLotodg GmeBuver. 12 oUTwE 8¢ GUUPTIVOVTEG €LC TOUG
adeAdole kol TOTTOVTEC ADTOV THY ouveldnoy aobevodouy ei¢ XpLotov
QUOPTOVETE,

¢ To what knowledge does he refer?

1 Corinthians 8:4 As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are
offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and
that there is none other God but one.
Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that
there is no such thing as an idol in the world, and that there is no God
but one.
[lepl thc Ppwocws obv TV €LdwAoBiTwY, oldaper 0TL 006
€ldwAov év KOopuw kol OTL 008eLg Be0g €l un €lg.
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¢ This becomes a real problem in a church body where:
There are new converts.
True repentance has preceded salvation.

¢ Theological correctness (knowledge) can become a curse!

Vs. 10 He will be emboldened to do that which his conscience cannot allow him to
do. His mind will be convinced but his conscience will suffer and thus his
confidence before God and man will be shattered.

¢ Dire consequences of such choices!
1. Vs. 11 he who is weak is ruined, the brother for whom Christ died
2. Vs. 12 we are sinning against the brethren
3. We are wounding their conscience when it is weak
4. We are sinning against Christ

Romans 14:21 |t is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing
whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.
It is good [morally good, noble, useful, praiseworthy] not to eat meat or to
drink wine, or to do anything by which your brother stumbles [is
caused to stumble, pres. pass.].
KeAOV TO UN Goyely kpée unde mLely olvov unde év ¢ O dbeddog
00U TPOOKOTTEL.
NOTE: Many are advocating that anything that is not specifically forbidden by

name cannot be scripturally regarded as wrong for the New Testament believer.
To do so they say is enforcing a standard of unbiblical legalism on others.

In this text, there are two specific items listed as good not to be doing (eating
flesh, drinking wine) and then a catch-all “that by which your brother stumbles.”
The catch-all phrase is also very specific but takes a different approach. Rather
than identify the conduct forbidden by name, it specifies the conduct on the basis
of, not what is done, but on the basis of its results, its effect on the lives of others.
This creates a much higher standard of conduct than the traditional approach.

b. Will it cause someone whether saved or unsaved to stumble?
NOTE:

¢ Here a new dynamic is introduced — the effect of our choices on the unsaved as
well as the saved.

¢ There is also a new concept: my life being governed by someone else’s
conscience.

[Thayer] ouveldnoLg " conscience; the soul (self-consciousness) as distinguishing
between what is morally good and bad, prompting to do the former and shun the
latter, commending the one, condemning the other"

1 Corinthians 10:25 Whatsoever is sold in the shambles [meat market] that eat, asking
no question for conscience sake: 26 For the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof.
27 If any of them that believe not bid you to a feast, and ye be disposed to go;
whatsoever is set before you, eat, asking no question for conscience sake. 28 But if any
man say unto you, This is offered in sacrifice unto idols, eat not [stop the practice of
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eating] for his sake that shewed it, and for conscience sake: for the earth is the
Lord's, and the fulness thereof: 29 Conscience, | say, not thine own, but of the other:
for why is my liberty judged of another man’s conscience? 30 For if | by grace be a
partaker, why am | evil spoken of for that for which | give thanks? 31 Whether therefore
ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 32 Give none offence,
neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:
28 If one of the unbelievers invites you and you want to go, eat anything that is
set before you without asking questions for conscience' sake. 28 But if anyone says
to you, "This is meat sacrificed to idols," do not eat it, for the sake of the one who
informed you, and for conscience' sake; 29 | mean not your own conscience, but
the other man's; for why is my freedom judged by another's conscience? 30 If |
partake with thankfulness, why am | slandered concerning that for which | give
thanks? 31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of
God. 32 Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God;
28 & &€ Tig LUV €lmm, Todto LepdButov éotiy, un €obiete SL° ékelvov
TOV unrioavte Kol THY ouveldnoLy: 29 ouveLdnoy 8¢ A€yw odyL ThHy
€xvtod GAAX Tﬁv 70D lerépov ivan Yo ﬁ ékeueepioc 1OV Kpiverou. UTO
ocMng ouveLénoewg 30 €l ey(o XOLpLTL perexw o B)Locod)nuovpou. UTTEp o0
ey(o euxocpwrw 31 €lte ouv eoGLere €lte 1TLVETE €lte TL ToLELTE, 1TOCV’EOC
elg 60Ear Beod Toleite. 32 ampookomol kel Tovdalolg yiveoBe kol
EAANOLWY kol TH ékkAnole tod OeoD,

¢ Vs. 27 Do not be over scrupulous — don’t ask questions.
Scrupulous = acting in strict regard for what is considered right or proper : punctiliously
exact

¢ Vs.29 A.T. Robertson: For why is my liberty judged by another
conscience? Paul deftly puts himself in the place of the strong brother at such a
banquet who is expected to conform his conscience to that of the weak brother who
makes the point about a particular piece of meat. It is an abridgment of one's personal
liberty in the interest of the weak brother. Two individualities clash. The only reason is
love which builds up. There is this eternal collision between the forces of progress and
reaction. If they work together, they must consider the welfare of each other.

“Why?” Two times: [Fri] ivatl; Tva+tl; strictly so that what might happen?
hence why? for what reason? Vs. 31-32 give the answer.

¢ Vs. 31 Do all to the glory of God! Do whatever it takes so that God will get the
glory from the outcome.

Paraphrase: 31 Therefore, whether you are eating or whether you are drinking,
be doing everything with the glory of God in mind, 32 not becoming a cause of
stumbling either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God.

THE BOTTOM LINE OF ALL OF THIS IS HOW THAT WHICH | DO AFFECTS
OTHERS, NOT HOW IT AFFECTS ME! THE EFFECT ON THE LIVES OF OTHERS
ALWAYS COMES FIRST!

3. THE TESTIMONY TEST.
¢ Your testimony is your public persona, your public witness.
Persona = the character or personality that a person projects in public.
a. Can it easily be construed to be evil or wrong?
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1 Thessalonians 5:22 Abstain from all appearance of evil.

1 Thessalonians 5:21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 22 Abstain from
all appearance of evil. 23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and /
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; 22 abstain
from every form of evil. 23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without
blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Tovte 6 SOoKLUALETE, TO KUAOV KUTEXETE, 22 ATO TUVTOC ELOOUC
Tovnpod GméxeaBe. 23 ADTOC 6¢ 0 Bedg TAC €LPMYNG GyLionL DUAC
0AOTEAELC, Kol OAOKANPOY DAY TO mreduo kol 1 Yuym Kal TO oG
QUELTITWE €V TH Tapoudie toD kuplov MUKV Incod Xpiotod
npenoeLn.
1. Put everything to the test (SokLudete).
“What’'s wrong with this?” You are responsible to prove that the matter in
question is both good and right!

2. Hold fast to what is good,
3. Keep away from every thing that has the appearance of evil (movnpéc).

v Appearance here has to do with perception — that which others see
and believe to be true, not what | think to be the case.

v' [BDAG] cidoc = the shape and structure of something as it appears
to someone, form, outward appearance

v' Synonyms: perception, impression, association
4. Seek integrity and blamelessness at the coming of the Lord Jesus.

[BDAG] 0AdkAnpog pert. to being complete and meeting all expectations,
with integrity, whole, complete, undamaged, intact, blameless

b. Will it cast a negative shadow on the good | am doing?

Paraphrase: Romans 14:16 Therefore, do not allow what is a good thing for you
personally, to be evil spoken of (by others) — blasphemed.:

Romans 14:15 But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not
charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. 16 Let not then your
good be evil spoken of: 17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 18 For he that in these things
serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men.
For if because of food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according
to love. Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died. 16 Therefore
do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil; 17 for the
kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy
in the Holy Spirit. 18 For he who in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God
and approved by men.
16 W1 PAeodnuelofw ody DUGY T0 dyedoév. 17 ol yap €0ty N
BaoLielo ToD Beod PpdoLg kal TOOLG GAAX SLkeLoolvm Kal €lpnvm
Kol yope €V TreOUatt ayly: 18 6 yap €V ToUTw S0UACLWY TG
XpLot@® €bapeotog T@ B kol SOKLULOG TOLG GVOPWTOLE.
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THE ESSENCE: Do not allow things in your life and experience that are in and
of themselves legitimately indulged, become a source of blasphemy against
God because they carry an entirely different significance in the minds of others.

THE BOTTOM LINE HERE IS THAT THE PERCEPTIONS OF OTHERS ABOUT
THAT WHICH | DO TRUMPS MY OWN OPINION, NO MATTER HOW RIGHT |
MAY BE IN MY OWN EYES!

4. THE EDIFYING TEST.
¢ Edify = Fr. Late Latin aedificare to instruct or improve spiritually, from Latin, to erect a

house
1 archaic to a: Build, b: Establish
2 : to instruct and improve especially in moral and religious knowledge : UPLIFT;

a. Does it contribute positively to my own spiritual up-building and strength?

Hebrews 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud
of witnesses [testifiers], let us lay aside [take off, lay down] every weight, and the
sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set

before us,
Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us

also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
Tou{ocpouv KOCL npag T0000TOV exovreg TrepLKELp,GVOV MUY ved;og
pocpwpcov oyKov omoeepevm TTOLV’EOL KOLL rnv eunepwwrov opapTioy, 81

UTOROVAG TPEXWHEY TOV TPOKELUEVOV MULY &ydve
» Two personal hindrances to running the race are described:
1. Weight = [BDAG] 0yko¢ that which hinders one from doing something.,
weight, burden, impediment

NOTE: Every weight
2. The entangling sin = [Fri] e0meplotatog, strictly, cleverly placing itself
around, to exert tight control, hence easily entangling, controlling tightly

» There is a twofold admonition here:
1. Put off, take off, lay aside anything that gets in the way!
2. Run the race with endurance (OTopovic).

1 Corinthians 10:23 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient
[advantageous, profitable, useful]: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify
[build up, help, strengthen] not. 24 Let no man seek his own, but every man
another's wealth.
All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but
not all things edify. 24 Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.
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IMavte €eotiv GAL’ o0 mavte oLUdEPeL” ToVTo EE€OTLY GAL’ 0D ToVTN
olkodopel. 24 undeic 0 €xvtod (NTeltw GAAX TO TOD €TEPOU.

» Lawful = eating and drinking that which has been sacrificed to idols — demons.

[Fri] €eotL(v) (1) as denoting that there is nothing standing in the way of an
action or that the opportunity is there for it to occur it is possible; (2)
predominately as denoting that an action is not prevented by a higher court or by
law it is permitted, it is lawful, it may be done — there is nothing legal
standing in the way — there is no law against it!

» Profitable — We must ask: s it profitable, does it contribute a significant personal
benefit?

[GING] ovudépw = to bring together— help, confer a benefit, be advantageous
or profitable or useful — Lit. working together, bearing along together with
other dynamics in a persons life to contribute that which is good, profitable,
advantageous, beneficial

WE MUST ASK: What really is the benefit? If there is none, why such an
expenditure of emotional energy to justify something that confers no benefit?

NOTE: There is no profit in selfishness. Selfishness subtracts from the life and
character of everyone it touches!

» Edify — Again, we must ask: Does it make me stronger and increase my capacity
for good?

[Fri] oikoSopéw = house + to build; (1) literally; (a) as constructing houses,
temples, etc. to build, erect; to erect buildings; (2) figuratively; (a) of the
establishment and increase of a Christian community known as the house of God
build, establish; (b) of the process of spiritual growth and development of the
spiritual community and each member within it edify, make more able, strengthen,
opposite of to tear down, demolish.

THE BOTTOM LINE HERE: | do not live in a vacuum. That which does not edify
me certainly does not edify or benefit anyone else in my world.

b. And what about others? Does it contribute positively to the up-building and strengthening
of others?

1 Corinthians 10:23 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient
[advantageous, profitable, useful]: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify
[build up, help, strengthen] not. 24 Let no man seek his own, but every man
another's wealth.
All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but
not all things edify. 24 Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.
IMavte €eotiv GAL’ 00 Tavte CUUGEPEL” TOVTH EECOTLY QAL 0D ToVTN
olkodopel. 24 undelc 0 €xvtod (NTeltw GAAd TO TOD €TEPOU.

> Here again is another important admonition:

Paraphrase: 24 No one should seek for his own desires; but, in contrast to this,
he should seek after the benefit of the other person.
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THE BOTTOM LINE IS NOT HOW VARIOUS KINDS OF CONDUCT EFFECT ME
BUT HOW THEY ULTIMATELY PLAY IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS! WHAT WILL IT
BE WITH ME, SELFLESSNESS OR SELFISHNESS?

Romans 15:2 Let every one of us please his neighbour [fr. nearby, close] for his
good to edification.
Each of us is to please his neighbor [fr. nearby, close] for his good, to his
edification.
€kaoToc NUAY T¢ TAnolov dpeokétw eig 10 dyaBov PO oikodoury:

» Our goal here is described as the good and building up of our fellow-saints.
> Please = [GING] dpéokw; strive to please, accommodate,

Romans 14:19 Let us therefore follow after [SLwkwuer] the things which make for
peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. 20 For meat destroy not the
work of God. All things indeed are pure [ceremonially and morally clean]; but it is evil
for that man who eateth with offence.
So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one
another. 20 Do not tear down the work of God for the sake of food. All things
indeed are clean [ceremonially and morally], but they are evil for the man who
eats and glves offense
ocpoc o0V T rng ELpnvng 6Lw|<(opev KoL TO rng omoéopng THC ag
GAAAOLVE. 20 Ut €veker BPWHKTOC KATOAVE TO €pyor ToD Oeod. mavta
Lev kaBapo, GAAL KaKOV TG GropwWTw TG 6Li TPOOKOUWLKTOS €0OLOVTL.

¢ There is to be an active, calculated, aggressive pursuing to two goals
Lit. /et us therefore pursue (5LWKWUEV)
1. Lit. the things of peace — spiritual prosperity

2. Lit. the things of edifying for one another — building up and making
strong

¢ The Context

Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness,
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 18 For he that in these things serveth
Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men. 19 Let us therefore follow
after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify
another. 20 For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are pure; but
it is evil for that man who eateth with offence.
for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 For he who in this way serves Christ is
acceptable to God and approved by men. 19 So then we pursue the things
which make for peace and the building up of one another. 20 Do not tear
down the work of God for the sake of food. All things indeed are clean, but
they are evil for the man who eats and gives offense.
19 ocpoc odv T mc; elpnung SLukwper Kol roc rnc; oikodoufic Tic EL(;
oc)L)Ln)Lovg 20 un EVEKEV Bpwparog KXTOAVE TO €pyov rou Beod. movTo
uev kaBopd, GAAX KekOV T¢) GrOpWTw T¢ SLi TPOOKOUUKTOS E0OLOVTL.

AT Robertson: Rom 14:17 - The kingdom of God (hé basileia tou theou). Not the
future kingdom of eschatology, but the present spiritual kingdom, the reign of God in the
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heart, of which Jesus spoke so often. Paul scores heavily here, for it is not found in
externals like food and drink, but in spiritual qualities and graces.

Schreiner: ... the kingdom of God does not consist in eating and drinking. The
kingdom includes God'’s saving righteousness, his eschatological peace, and
supernatural joy. These gifts of the Spirit manifest themselves in right
relationships, peace in the community, and joy. ... Those who live under the
power of the kingdom are pleasing to God and receive approval from other
people. . . . In verses 17 — 18 Paul argues that the kingdom of God is manifested
in saving power and right relationships, and that those who truly please God live
in such a transformed way. In verse 19, Paul concludes that those who are thus
transformed by the saving power of the kingdom should pursue that which brings
peace and edification to others. . . . The command in verse 20, not to destroy the
work of God because of food, functions as the antithesis to verse 19. Believers
seek to “build up” or “edify” others in their faith, and thus the worst thing to do is
to “tear down” or “destroy” someone’s faith. ... “Do not destroy the work of God”
is simply another way of saying, do not cause your brother or sister to stumble,
do not grieve your sister or brother, and do not destroy him or her.

Those who live under the power of the kingdom are filled with righteousness,
peace, and joy and do not consider food and drink to be crucial. They are
willing to forego such ftrivialities to advance the kingdom. Those who are so
transformed reveal that they have a new master, Christ, whom they serve. . .

THERE IS A DIMENSION TO LIFE THAT IS MUCH GREATER THAN SELFISH
PERSONAL INTERESTS! IT IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD - THE ORDER THAT
GOD IS BUILDING. EVERY GREAT MAN OR WOMAN WHO HAS EVER LIVED
HAS GIVEN HIS OR HER LIFE TO A CAUSE GREATER THAN HIMSELF OR
HERSELF!

TO REPEAT, THE BOTTOM LINE IS NOT HOW VARIOUS KINDS OF CONDUCT
EFFECT ME BUT HOW THEY ULTIMATELY PLAY IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS!
WHAT WILL IT BE WITH ME, SELFLESSNESS OR SELFISHNESS?

5. THE CLEAR CONSCIENCE TEST.
a. Is it doubtful?

Romans 14:23 And he that doubteth is damned [self-condemned of his own
conscience] if he eat, because he eateth not of faith [confidence]: for whatsoever
[mav] is not of faith is sin.
But he who doubts is condemned [self-condemned of his own conscience]
if he eats, because his eating is not from faith [confidence]; and whatever [mav]
is not from faith is sin.
o 66 6LaKvaouevog €0V d)ocyn KOC‘EOCKEKpL’EULL OTL OUK €K TLoTewg: Tay 8¢
0 OUK €K TLOTEWC UOPTLO €0TLV.

What does it mean, to doubt?
[BDAG] dLekpivw to be uncertain, be at odds with oneself, doubt, waver
doubtful = fr. to hesitate because there are two important sides to the issue.
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Doubts here originate in our own personal conscience. They are not
engendered by others attempting to impose their own personal convictions
on us.

b. Can | do it without reservation of conscience?

Romans 14:23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of
faith: for whatsoever [m@Vv] is not of faith is sin.
But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith;
and whatever [mav] is not from faith is sin.
0 8¢ SLoKPLVOUEVOG €0V POLyT) KOTOKEKPLTOL, OTL ODK €K TLOTEWS Ty 8¢
0 o0k €k Tlotewg apaptio éotiv.
Paraphrase: ... he who hesitates stands condemned if in spite of doubt
(hesitation) he eats, because he is not eating out of faith. Everything not done
with conviction and confidence is sin — missing the mark

A.T. Robertson: Faith here is subjective, one’s strong conviction in the light of
his relation to Christ and his enlightened conscience. To go against this
combination is sin beyond a doubt.

The violation of our conscience is a very high price to pay for exercising
liberties which will do nothing to enhance our own personal relationship to
God.

Acts 24:16 And herein do | exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of
offence toward God, and toward men.
"In view of this, | also do my best to maintain always a blameless conscience
both before God and before men.
€V ToUTW Kol ahTOC GOK®D Gmpdokomor cuveldnoly éxely Tpog Tov Oeov
Kol TOUC avOpwToug dLi moevToc.

[BDAG] drpbokomog
1. pertaining to being without fault because of not giving offense,
undamaged, blameless
2. pertaining to not causing offense, stumbling, giving no offense

Lit. “a not causing to stumble conscience”

Paraphrase: in this | personally take pains, strive, exert myself to continually
have a “not causing to stumble” conscience both before God and before man
through everything.
THE LIFE OF CONFIDENCE IS A LIFE OF POWERFUL LIVING. A CLEAR
CONSCIENCE IS THE FOUNDATION OF A BOLD AND AGGRESSIVE LIFE IN
ALL OF ITS DYNAMICS!

6. THE “OTHERS FIRST” TEST.
a. Is it pleasing (helpful, inoffensive, acceptable) to others?

Romans 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear [carry, bear the weight of] the
infirmities [weaknesses] of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 2 Let every one
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of us please his neighbour for his good to edification. 3 For even Christ pleased
not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on
me.
Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength
and not just please ourselves. 2 Each of us is to please his neighbor for his
good, to his edification. 3 For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is
written, "THE REPROACHES OF THOSE WHO REPROACHED YOU FELL ON ME."
‘Odelroper d¢ Nuele ol dvvatol t& doBevruate TAY &duvdtwy
Baotalely kol [T €xvtolc Gpéokely. 2 ékaotog NUAY TG TAnolov
dpeokéTw elg TO dyaBov Tpog oikodourr: 3 kal yop 0 XpLotodg ody
€uTy) fpecer: dAAL kabwg yéypattal, Ol dveldiopol TV oveldLloviwy
Oc ETETEONV €T EUE.
Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look not [ckoTmobvteg] every
man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 5 Let this mind
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard
one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for
your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
under kot épLBeloy unde kot kevodoklow @AM Th tameLvoppooivn
GAANAOUC T YOUHEVOL DTEPEXOVTHG EXVTOV, 4 PN T €XVTOV €KNOTOC
okomodvTeg GAAL [kal] Th €Tépwy ékaotol. 5 Todto dpovelte év ULV O
kel €v XpLot® Inood,
[Fri] épLBela; as denoting an attitude of self-seeking selfish ambition, self-
interest

[BDAG] kevodotie; a vain or exaggerated self-evaluation, vanity, conceit,
excessive ambition — self-glory with no content.

b. Does it consider the feelings and welfare [genuine needs] of others first?

1 Corinthians 10:24 Let no man seek his own, but every man another's wealth
[benefit, welfare]. 33 Even as | please all men in all things, not seeking mine own
profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.
24 Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor. 33 just as | also
please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit but the profit of the
many, so that they may be saved.
24 undelg 1o éqvtod {nreltw dAAX TO TOD €Tépov. 33 KoOWG KAYW TOVTK
ROV Gpéokw utm (nTdv t0 éuovtod odudopor GAAL TO TGOV TOAAGY,
ve 0wdGoL.

[Thayer] &péokw; to strive to please; to accommodate oneself to the opinions,
desires, interests of others

Paraphrase: /et no one be seeking [pres. act. imper.] his own personal interests
first, but rather those of the other person. Just like my own personal example — | am
striving to please everyone in everything, not seeking my own personal benefit but
rather that of the many in order that they may be saved.
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REMINDER: THE OUTCOME OF OUR LIVES IS NOT DETERMINED BY THE
CIRCUMSTANCES THAT SURROUND US IN LIFE BUT BY THE CHOICES WE MAKE
AS TO WHAT WE ARE GOING TO DO WITH OURSELVES - THE KIND OF LIVES WE
WILL LIVE - SELFISH OR SELFLESS !!!

7. THE ENSLAVEMENT TEST.
a. Is it addictive?

1 Corinthians 6:12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all
things are lawful for me, but | will not be brought under the power of any.
All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful
for me, but | will not be mastered by anything.
[Tavto pot €0ty AL’ 00 Tavte OUMBEPEL. TAVTH HOL EEEOTLY QAL OUK
eyw efovoLoodnoopul DTO TLVoC.

Lawful = €Eeotiv [Fri] (1) as denoting that there nothing standing in the way of
an action or that the opportunity is there for it to occur it is possible; (2)
predominately as denoting that an action is not prevented by a higher court or by
law it is permitted, it is lawful, it may be done — there is nothing legal
standing in the way — there is no law against it!

EEovoLnoffooprt N.B. fut. pass. fr. é€ovoLalw

[Fri] €&ovoLalw; as having and exercising €ovale (authority, power) in its
various senses; (1) have the right or freedom to exercise authority over, have
control of, (2) have the power or mastery over something;

+ HERE: passive be mastered or controlled by

b. Willit bring me into bondage — slavery?

Previous verse:
2 Peter 2:18 For when they [apostates] speak great swelling words of vanity,
they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those
that were clean escaped from them who live in error.
For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires,
by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error,

2 Peter 2:19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants
[60DAoL] of corruption: for of whom [what] a man is overcome [defeated], of the
same is he brought in bondage [slavery].
promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by
what a man is overcome [defeated], by this he is enslaved.
ereuBeplar adtolg émuyyeAlouerol, adtol doDAoL UTHP)OVTES THC
$Bopic: @ yap TLC HTTNTEL, TOUTW O6e60VAWTHL.
Paraphrase: at the very same time they are promising others freedom, they
themselves are living in a continued state of slavery to that which ruins and
destroys, because that by which a person is defeated, by this he is enslaved

QUOTE: A train is free only so long as it stays on its tracks; a train that jumps the tracks is
“free” of the rails but no longer free in the most important sense of the word. It’s a freed
wreck that can’t go anywhere. “Free” but no longer truly free.

ADDICTIVE BEHAVIORS
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Alcohol

Marijuana

Drugs — illegal and prescription
Bad language

Sexual practices

Pornography

Gambling

Internet games

Common Characteristics Among Addictive Behaviors:

1. The person becomes obsessed (constantly thinks of) with the object, activity,
or substance.

2. They will seek it out, or engage in the behavior even though it is causing harm
(physical problems, poor work or study performance, problems with friends,
family, fellow workers).

3. The person will compulsively engage in the activity, that is, do the activity over
and over even if he/she does not want to and finds it difficult to stop.

4. Upon cessation of the activity, withdrawal symptoms often occur. These can
include irritability, craving, restlessness or depression.

5. The person does not appear to have control as to when, how long, or how
much he or she will continue the behavior (loss of control). (They drink 6 beers
when they only wanted one, buy 8 pairs of shoes when they only needed a belt,
ate the whole box of cookies, etc).

6. He/she often denies problems resulting from his/her engagement in the
behavior, even though others can see the negative effects.

7. The person hides the behavior after family or close friends have mentioned
their concern. (hides food under beds, alcohol bottles in closets, doesn't show
spouse credit card bills, etc).

8. Many individuals with addictive behaviors report a blackout for the time they
were engaging in the behavior (don't remember how much or what they bought,
how much the lost gambling, how many miles they ran on a sore foot, what they
did at the party when drinking).

9.Depression is common in individuals with addictive behaviors.

10. Individuals with addictive behaviors often have low self esteem, feel anxious
if the do not have control over their environment, and are loaded with guilt.

8. THE GLORY OF GOD TEST.
a. Canldoit to God's glory?

1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all
to the glory of God.



Page 17

Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
€lte obv ¢oBlete €lte mivete €lte TL TOLelTe, TdvTee €ic HOFy Beod
TOLELTE.

Lit. . .. you are to be doing all into the glory of God as a habit of life

QUESTION: What is the glory of God ? It is the outshining, the spectacular
public display of all of God’s divine perfections. Our lives are to be just such a
display! N.B. éBenodylebo

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory,
glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Kal 0 A0yog o0pé €yEVeTo Kol E0KNVWOEY €V MUY, Kol EBenodiiebo
Y 86fery adtod, 80Ear w¢ povoyevode Tapd TaTPOg, TANPNG
XOPLTOC KoL GANOeiag.

Hebrews 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the
worlds; 3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of
his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power . . .
God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions
and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom
He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 3 And
He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His
nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power.
3 0¢ Wv amodyaopn The 80ENg kol Yepaktnp Tfg LTooTHOEWS hTOD,
Gépwr TE TR TOVTE TG PNUETL TAC duvouewg altoD, . . .

(no article with the word — describes quality)

effulgence, noun, fr. Latin, present participle meaning, to shine forth, from ex- +
fulgire to shine: radiant splendor : BRILLIANCE

THE GOAL: A spectacular public display of the glory of God!

N.B. In the life of the Lord Jesus, every part of His life, every experience of
His life, everything in thought, word and deed was a revelation of the Glory of
God to all those who were observing His life!

(NEXT PAGE)

2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Lord.
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But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the
Lord, the Spirit.
TUELS 8E TAVTEC AVOKEKAAVIUEV® TPOOWTW TNV S0Ear Kuplov
ketomTpL{OperoL Ty adTNY elkov Letelopholpede amo S0Eng eig 60Eny
keBamep &m0 KUPLOU TVEVHNTOC.
uetoqlopholpede = present passive

NOTE: We are not transforming ourselves. We are being transformed by a
power not out own — a beholding of the glory of the Lord.

b. Canldo it in the name of Christ — with His endorsement and approval?

Colossians 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.
Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks through Him to God the Father.
Kel TEY O TL €qv ToLfite év A0yw 1) €V €pyw, Tovte €V OVOpNTL KLPLOU
'Inood, edyapLotodvteg TG Be) matpl 6L ohTod.
QUESTION: What does it mean to do things in His name? With His approval,
His authorization, consistent with His revealed desires and wishes.

9. THE HEART MOTIVE TEST.

a. Does it come out of a pure (unmixed) heart?

Mark 7:21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries,
fornications, murders, 22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness,
an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 23 All these evil things come from within,
and defile the man.
"For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications,
thefts, murders, adulteries,22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as
deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. 23 "All these evil things
proceed from within and defile the man."
’éoweev y&p €k TG Kocpéiocg TV o’wepdmwv oL 8LeAOYLOMOL OL Kokol
EKTTOpEUOV’UOCL ‘ITOpVELOLL kAoTol, $povor,22 poLye ToL, TAcoveblat,
Tovnp Lot 6010@, QOELYELX, od)@ockpog ﬂovnpog Bkocod)npwc U1T€p1’]d)OWLOC
ocd)poown 23 mavto Tadte Th Tovnpd é0wler ékTopedeTal Kol KOLVOL
TOV OpwTov.

Thoughts = dtxAoyLapol fr. to think through = thought processes = reasonings

Paraphrase: ?'Because, from the inside, out from within the heart of man these
wicked reasonings are flowing out . . . ?*all these pernicious and aggressively
wicked things are flowing out from the inside and are corrupting (polluting) the
person.

NOTE: It is not what others see but what they do not see that is the source of
our life and conduct. The problem, then really does not lie in the external
circumstances but the internal motives and desires.

b. Does it come out of pure motives?

Titus 1:15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and
unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.
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To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and
unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are
defiled.
vt koBep Tole koBupolc: Tolg &€ pepLappévolg kol Gmriotolg oddEy
ke@oplOy, GAA peplovtal adtdr kol O vodg kel 1) ouvveldnoLc.
Lit. All things are pure to those who are pure! What comes out of a pure
heart is pure! That which comes out of a contaminated heart is contaminated!

1. Defiled = peplovtel verb indicative perfect passive from pielvw; to dye with
another color, to stain.

[Fri] pLoive; defile, stain; of ceremonial impurity to defile, make unclean,
cause to be unacceptable; of religious and moral impurity defile, deprave,
corrupt

A.T. Robertson: the defilement of mind and conscience in both Gentile and Jew
by sin.
2. Unbelieving = dmlotoLc — A lack of confidence in God corrupts our hearts and
minds and results in a contaminated life.

Paraphrase: ... but in contradistinction, concerning those who are
corrupted and unbelieving — not only is nothing free from a contaminated
heart in their lives, but, beyond this both their heart and mind are continuing
to be corrupted!

What is it that continues to be corrupted?
¢ The mind

[Fri] vobg; to direct one's inner sense to something; (1) as the faculty of
intelligence understanding, mind, intellect(; (2) as the faculty of moral
perception (practical) reason, insight, awareness; (3) as the total inner
orientation or moral attitude way of thinking, mindset, disposition; (4) as the
result of mental activity thought, judgment, resolve, opinion

¢ The conscience

[BDAG] ouveldnalig; the inward faculty of distinguishing right and wrong,
moral consciousness, conscience; attentiveness to obligation,
conscientiousness

CORRUPTION PRODUCES MORE CORRUPTION! CORRUPTION IS THE
PRODUCT OF CORRUPTION! THE DAMAGE TO THE LIVES OF OTHERS IS
A PERPETUAL NEVER-ENDING STREAM

TO THOSE WHO ARE PURE, THE EXACT OPPOSITE IS THE CASE.
TORRENTS OF LIVING WATER PRODUCE, SUSTAIN AND REFRESH LIFE!

NOTE: THE HEART OF GOD - THE GREAT DRIVER OF ALL HE IS AND
ALL HE DOES.

10. THE LOVE TEST.
a. Does genuine concern for others prevail over rationalization (intellectual justification)?

N.B. To rationalize = to give a good reason for doing a bad thing.
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1 Corinthians 8:1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all
have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. 2 And if any man
think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought [6€1] to
know. 3 But if any man love God, the same is known of him. 4 As concerning
therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know
[016oer] that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but
one. 5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as
there be gods many, and lords many,) 6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of
whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we by him. 7 Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for
some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol;
and their conscience being weak is defiled. 8 But meat commendeth us not to
God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse.
9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a
stumblingblock to them that are weak.
Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge.
Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies. 2 If anyone supposes that he
knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought to know; 3 but if anyone
loves God, he is known by Him. 4 Therefore concerning the eating of things
sacrificed to idols, we know [018qer] that there is no such thing as an idol in the
world, and that there is no God but one. 5 For even if there are so-called gods
whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many gods and many lords, 6
yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist
for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist
through Him. 7 However not all men have this knowledge; but some, being
accustomed to the idol until now, eat food as if it were sacrificed to an idol; and
their conscience being weak is defiled. 8 But food will not commend us to
God; we are neither the worse if we do not eat, nor the better if we do eat. 9 But
take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling
block to the weak.
[Iepl 6¢ TV €ldwAoBUTWY, oldouer OTL TAVTEC YVROLY EXOMEV. N
YY@oLg puoLol, 1) 8¢ dydmm oikodopel: 2 €l Tig Sokel éyvwkévol T,
olmw Eyvw kabog del yrdvel: 3 el 6€ TIC Gyamd tov Oedr, ovTog
éyvwotol T wdtod. 4 Ilepl Thg Ppwdoewe ol TV €ldwiodiTwy,
oldoper OTL 006V €LdWAOY €V KOOWK Kol OTL 00delg Beog €l pun €lg. 7
AAL oDk €V maoLwy 1) yv@oLg TLveg 6¢ Th ouvndela €wg &pTL TOD
eldWAOL ¢ eldwAOBuTOV €0BlovoLy, kal 1) oureldnoLe adTOY AOPeVTC
0000, OAD

Paraphrase: 2If any man regards himself to be one who has attained genuine
knowledge about something, he does not yet know the very things that are
important for him to know.

THE DANGER OF THINKING YOU KNOW MORE THAN YOU REALLY
DO!
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In other words: When a man appeals to superior knowledge in the exercise
of his liberties, he doesn’t really have the matter correctly “figured out.” Love
always “trumps” the personal need to exercise liberty!

NOTE: Many of the “hang-ups” of others are the direct result of a lack of
knowledge or understanding or a misunderstanding of the situation in question.
We may have to choose between accommodating the “ignorance” of others or
living in our own arrogance much to their detriment.

b. Will love prevail?

1 John 3:16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for
us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren.
€V TOUTW EYVOKapey Thy dydmmy, 0Tl ékelvog DTEP MUY thy Yoty
o0toD €Onker: kol TUeElG Odeldoper DMEP TV AOeAPBY TaG Yuxog
Oelvat.

Paraphrase: In this particular way we know love by experience, that the Lord
Jesus laid down His life for our personal benefit and therefore we are obligated to
lay down our lives for the benefit of our Christian brothers and sisters.

Lay down = [Fri] ti@nut; (1) generally in a local sense; lay or put in place (a
foundation); (3) idiomatically TLBévar T yoéveta literally place the knees, i.e. bend
the knees, kneel down; TLOévaL év kapdiq literally place in the heart or mind, i.e.
make up one's mind, decide, purpose; TL8évaL €v ¢ Tveduate literally place in the
spirit, i.e. make up one's mind, resolve; TLévaL v Yuxny literally lay down one's
life, i.e. die voluntarily

A. T. Robertson: Know we (egnékamen). Perfect active indicative, "we have come
to know and still know." Love (tén agapén). "The thing called love". He for us
(ekeinos huper hémon). Laid down his life (tén psuchén autou ethéken). We ought
(hémeis opheilomen). Emphatic hémeis again. opheilomen (pres. act. — a continuous
performance, not a spasmodic spurt). Of course our laying down our lives for the
brethren has no atoning value in our cases as in that of Christ, but is a supreme proof
of one's love, as often happens.

LOVE = MINISTRY! LOVE GIVES AND LOVE SERVES - BOTH ARE FOCUSED
ON OTHERS AND THEIR NEEDS, NOT OURSELVES!

NOTE: There is a very high cost and a very great reward involved here. The
stakes are high for we ourselves and for those who live in our world.

11. THE TOTAL COMMITMENT TEST.
a. Does our love for God ultimately determine and settle every issue?

1 Corinthians 8:3 But if any man love God, the same is known [known, recognized
or approved] of him.
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but if anyone loves God, he is known [known, recognized or approved] by
Him.
el 6€ TLg dyar@ Tov Bedr, ovtog éyvwaotal LT adTOoD.
¢ What does it mean, to love God? Among other things, it means to live in a
reciprocal relationship with Him.

¢ And how committed is God to us? This should become the measure of our
commitment to others!

THE BOTTOM LINE OF TOTAL COMMITTMENT

Deuteronomy 6:5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

[TWOT] Might = IR (m®5d) exceedingly, much, force, abundance.

This term is used . . . e.g. Deut 6:5, "You shall love the Lord your God with your whole
heart, with your whole soul, and with your whole strength." Thus it was said of King
Josiah, the likes of whom Israel had never seen before, that he turned to the Lord with
his whole heart, soul, and strength, according to the whole law of Moses (2Kings 23:25).

It is found in many combinations, all expressing the idea of exceeding (e.g. Gen 1:31, in
which the Creator calls his creation exceeding good) or very greatly (e.g. Exo 1:7, where
this term is used twice in describing the prolificacy of the Israelites under the hand of
God).

McBride observed: "The three parts of Deut 6:5; Iebab (heart), nepesh (soul or life), and
m®’6d (muchness) rather than signifying different spheres of Biblical psychology seem to
refer to a common center or core. They were chosen to reinforce the absolute singularity
of personal devotion to God. Thus Igébab (heart) denotes the intention or will of the whole
man; nepesh (soul) means the whole self, a unity of flesh, will, and vitality; and m®’ad
(might) accents the superlative degree of total commitment to Yahweh."

The NT struggles to express the depth of the word m®’ad at this spot. In the quotation in
Mk 12:30 it is rendered "mind and strength."

[TWOT] 5o = all; The root meaning is "to be complete, whole."

Paraphrase: And you shall love Yahweh your God with your whole intent and
will, and with your whole life and being, and with your complete capacity for
fruitfulness and productivity

Mark 12:30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy [your whole] heart, and
with all thy [your whole] soul, and with all thy [your whole] mind, and with all thy [your
whole] strength: this is the first commandment.
Kol GyemoeLg kopLov tov Bedr oov €€ 0ANG Thg kapdlag oov kal €€ OANg Thg
Yuyfic oov kol €€ OANC Thc dLawolac oov kol €€ 0Ang Thc Loyvog cov.

[BDAG] 6A0¢;

1. pert. to being complete in extent, whole, entire, complete

2. pert. to a degree of completeness, wholly, completely
3. everything that exists, everything

b. Is God's approval more important than anything else to us?
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Matthew 25:21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant:
thou hast been faithful over a few things, | will make thee ruler over many things:
enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
"His master said to him, '"Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful
with a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.'
€pn adt® 0 kVpLog adtod, ED, 600Ae dyade kol mLoTE, €Ml OALYx 7g
TLOTOG, €L TOAADY O€ KATHOTNOW' €LoeAbe €lg THY Yapdv ToD KLpLov
oOov.

NOTE: The role of the servant [6oUA€] is emphasized here — one who lives a life
completely at the disposal of a higher authority.

12. THE FRUIT TEST.
a. What is the product or outcome of the proposed course of conduct?

NOTE: The final outcome of life and conduct here is the product of our own
deliberate personal choice. It is not the product of circumstances. What we
do, where we go, what we think, what we say, how we respond are all the
product of the choices we make as to how we are going to relate to both
persons and circumstances in our lives!

Galatians 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not
liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 14 For all
the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. 15 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not
consumed one of another. 16 This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not
fulfil [carry out to its final conclusion] the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary
the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 18 But if ye be
led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.
For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into
an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the
whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 15 But if you bite and devour one another, take
care that you are not consumed by one another. 16 But | say, walk by the
Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh
sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are
in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you
please. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.
Ypdg vop €m’ ekeu@epioc exAnonte, aéekd)oi Lovov pumn Ty ekeueepiow
ELg ocd)oppnv rn oocpKL ALY SLo rnq ocyomng SovAevete ocMnkmg 14 6
YOp TOC vopog v evi koyw ﬂeanme (VA Ayomnoag TOV
TANoLov oov W¢ oeantov. 15 €l &€ aAAnAoug Sckvere Kol KoTeoBLeTe,
BAETETE UM LT GAANAWY aredwdfjte. 16 Aéyw &€, TVEDUTL TEPLTUTELTE
kol €mLOupiay oapkog od Ut tedéonte [bring to an end, finish,
complete]. 17 T yop oopf émBuUel kot TOD MYEDUATOS, TO O6€ TVeduN
KoTo THG oopkog, TadTe yop GAANAOLG GUTLKELTOL, Ly Un) O €dv BEATTE
tobTe ToLfite. 18 €l 8¢ MreduatL Gyeobe, o0k €0TE LTO VOUOV.
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Galatians 5:19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and such like: of the which | tell you before, as | have also told you in time
past, that they which do [rpdocovteg] such things shall not inherit the kingdom of
God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity,
sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger,
disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things
like these, of which | forewarn you, just as | have forewarned you, that those who
practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
daveph 8¢ €0TLY TE €pye TAG orpkde, GTLVR €OTLY Topvel, akobupolie,
aoedyeln, 20 eldwlolatple, papuakele, Exdpat, €pLg, (Hrog, Budol,
épLBetat, dLyootaolol, aipéoelc, 21 GOOvOL, pebut, KOUOL Kol T OUoLw
ToUTOoLG, O ﬂpokéy(o UULY, keBwg Tpoelmor OtL ol To TolodTe Trpo'cooovreg
Bocmleuxv Beod ou Kknpovopnoovow 22 0 66 K()Lp’ITOC_; TOD Trveup,ovroc;
eow/ ocyomn Xocpoc apnvn paKpoeupLa Xpnororng ocyocewovvn, Tlotig 23
TpaiTng EYKPATELN: KOTO TOV TOLOUTWY ODK €0TLY VOWUOC.

¢ Works of the flesh (vs. fruit of the spirit)
[Thayer] oapE, ... has an ethical sense and denotes "mere human nature, the
earthly nature of man apart from divine influence, and therefore prone to sin and
opposed to God"; accordingly it includes whatever in the soul is weak, low, debased,
tending to ungodliness and vice.
These are the product of selfishness — self-centeredness
Sensual (sexual) sins
HoLyeia = adultery — sexual relations outside of marriage
Topveia = gross sexual sins and perversions — extramarital, unlawful, unnatural,
prostitution
dkaBapoie = unclean, causing uncleanness, defilement; filthy, dirty, state of
moral corruption
doéLyeLo. = not to have strictness of morals

[Fri] doéLyeLrn; as living without any moral restraint licentiousness, sensuality,
lustful indulgence; especially as indecent and outrageous sexual behavior
debauchery, indecency, flagrant immorality

Idolatry
20 eidwAoratplo = attributing divine attributes to created things

dopuakelo = drugs [Fri] papuakeia; as the use of drugs of any kind for magical
effect sorcery, magic; plural magic arts — in the area of the occult or other uses.

Personal relations
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€x0poaL = (hatred) enmity, hostility

€pLc = Engagement in rivalry, especially with reference to positions taken in a
matter, strife, discord, contention

¢filog = intense negative feelings over another’'s achievements or success,
Jealousy, envy

Bupol = anger, wrath, rage (from 00w, move violently, rush along) = outbursts of
anger

épLBeiaL = as denoting an attitude of self-seeking selfish ambition, self-interest,
rivalry [used previously only in Aristotle where it denotes a self-seeking pursuit of
political office by unfair means.]

duyootaoiaL = [Fri] strictly, standing apart, hence disunity, dissension, division
within a community

ailpéoelc = Factions, dissensions arising from diversity of opinions and aims:

21 $8dvoL = envy = painful or resentful awareness of an advantage enjoyed by
another joined with a desire to possess the same advantage

Drunkenness

Wé€BuL = intoxication, drunkenness — alcohol or drugs

kwpoL = used generally, of feasts and drinking-parties that are protracted till late
at night and indulge in revelry; carousing, revelry

Other things like these
kel T Ouora tovToLg = other similar things. Everything else like the above.

o mpoAéyw LWLy = | forewarn you — the consequences can be anticipated, known in
advance — always destructive of both life and relationships — both for you and for others.

Fruit of the Spirit
These are the product of selflessness

dyamm = love

Xopa = joy, rejoicing, gladness, delight

H /

€eLpnyn = peace, harmony, tranquility, blessedness

nokpoBuuie = longsuffering (patience) — a state of emotional quietness in the
face of unfavorable circumstances patience, long-suffering; (1) as patience under
trial endurance, steadfastness; (2) as constraint exercised toward others
forbearance, patience

xpnotdtng = gentleness [Fri] xpnotdtng, (1) as a gracious attitude goodness,
kindness, opposite dmotopie (severity); (2) as moral integrity uprightness,
honesty

&yabwolvn = goodness, uprightness, a quality of moral excellence
miotic = trustworthiness, faithfulness, fidelity, reliability

23 mpacitng = [Fri] mpadtng, as a quality of gentle friendliness gentleness,
meekness (as strength that accommodates to another’s weakness)
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éykpateln = restraint of one’s emotions, impulses, or desires, self-control; the
virtue of one who masters his desires and passions, especially his sensual
appetites
> ket T@Av Towodtwy odk €otwy vouog These consequences are consistent with
universally accepted norms — always beneficial
b. Are we willing to put aside the immediate for the sake of the permanent?

Hebrews 11:24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; 25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 26 Esteeming the
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect
unto the recompence of the reward.
By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the
people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 considering the
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was
looking to the reward.
[Tiotel Mwiofic péyeg yevduevog fprnoato Aéyeobul viog Buyatpog
Qopaw, 25 paAlor EAOpevos ouykakovyeloBul T@ Awg Tod Oeod n’
TpOoKaLpov Exely apoptiog dméravoLy, 26 peilova TAoDTOV TyNnodueVog
AV AlydmTou Onoaupdr Tov oveldLopor tod XpLotod: dméflener yop
€ig¢ THY pLobumodooiov.
refused — a very strong word:

[Fri] &pvéopect; (1) in relation to a question or demand deny; (2) in relation to
a claim refuse, disown, not consent to; (3) in relation to God or a person
deny, disown, renounce; (4) in relation to the Christian faith, usually in the
sense of apostasy deny, repudiate; (5) as saying no to oneself in order to live
wholly for Christ disregard, pay no attention to one’s own desires; as turning
from ungodly conduct renounce, deny

Choosing — exercising the power of choice

for a season — temporarily and for his own benefit without regard for the greater
purposes of God for both himself and also the nation.
Esteeming — [BDAG] f)yéouoL to engage in an intellectual process, think,
consider, regard
Reproach = disgrace
had respect; lit. he kept looking away “into” the reward.

The future was very much on his mind and in his thoughts!

13. THE DEFRAUDING TEST.
a. Am | taking for my own pleasure that which really belongs to another?

This is the will of God ... “THIS IS WHAT GOD WANTS!”
NOTE: The theme of the following verses is ‘integrity in the sexual life of believers”

1 Thessalonians 4:3 For this is the will of God, even your sanctification [moral
integrity, 0 ayLoxopoc ], that ye should abstain from fornication [sexual sin, tfi¢
Topvelac]: 4 That every one of you should know how [grasp with the mind and thus,
understand how] to possess [acquire, gain control over] his vessel [physical body] in
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sanctification [moral integrity] and honour; 5 Not in the lust of concupiscence [under
the domination of evil passion], even as the Gentiles which know not God: 6 That no
man go beyond [overstep or overreach] and defraud [take more than one’s due]
his brother in any matter [situation]: because that the Lord is the avenger of all such,
as we also have forewarned you and testified.
For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual
immorality; 4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in
sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not
know God; 6 and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter
because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you
before and solemnly warned you.
T00T0 yop €0TLY OEANUK TOD OeoD, O yLXOUOC UUDY, dméyecbol DG
amo thc moprelug, 4 €ldéval ékooTor VPOV TO €xvtod okedog KTaoBuL €V
QYLIOWG Kol TR, 5 un év Tabel embuplog kobomep Kol To €0un To un
€Ld0Toe TOV Bedr, 6 TO Ut DTEPPalvely Kol TACOVEKTELY €V TQ) TPUYHTL
TOV GdeAdpOV adToD, SLOTL €kdLkog KUPLOG TEPL TAVTWY TOUTWY, KKOWC
Kol TPOELToer DULY Kol SLepopTupaped.

Three admonitions:

1. Abstain from fornication: dméyeoBuL Oudc &mo Tfic Toprelog
Abstain = hold one’s self off from, to keep away from, to abstain
Fornication =

¢ Hiebert: every form of sexual practice that lies outside the circle of God’s
revealed will, namely adultery, premarital and extramatrital intercourse,
homosexuality, [transgenderism] and other perversions.

¢ Alexander: St. Paul insists, with great solemnity, upon a truth which at
various times, even in the Church, as been, if not denied, yet half forgotten,
that moral evils are always spiritual evils of the first magnitude.

2. Know how to posses one’s own vessel
possess = acquire, gain control over by exerting and exercising the will.

(present tense) — The challenge is over time to gradually obtain complete
mastery over one’s body.

This requires self discipline — a struggle to be won by persistent effort
vessel = the body or parts of the body in a specific use or capacity

honor = [Fri] Tyu1, basically, the worth ascribed to a person or the value ascribed
to a thing; implied is the idea of a high value.

NOTE: Sins in this area ultimately rob a man’s wife of the right kind of
relationship with her husband and vice versa.

Vs. 5 “Not under the domination of evil passion”
3. Avoid wronging a brother — someone else
defraud = defraud, exploit, cheat his brother

A continuing selfish and self-seeking fraud — sexual sins of all kinds always
violate the rights of others
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Morris: Any illegitimate sexual relationship has in it the potential for social
complications that cannot be calculated in advance.

NOTE: We have been both forewarned — the results are totally predictable

and testified - exhorted: [BDAG] dLapeptOpopat 1. to make a solemn declaration
about the truth of someth. testify of, bear witness to 2. to exhort with authority in
matters of extraordinary importance, frequently with reference to higher powers
and/or suggestion of peril, solemnly urge, exhort, warn

Ephesians 5:3 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be
once named among you, as becometh saints; 4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking,
nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this ye know,
that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater,
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as
is proper among saints; 4 and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse
jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know with
certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater,
has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
TopveLa 6‘6 KOC\L ocKocGapOLoc ﬂ&oa n ﬂkeoveiioc unoe ovouaCéoew €V Up"w
m@wg 1TpE‘ITEL OLYLOLQ 4 Kol ouoxporng Kol pwpokoyux il eurpomekux o
OUK ownKev ocMoc uocMov evxochorLoc 5 romo yop lote yvaOKovreg,
OTL MG ﬂopvog il ocKoceocprog ) Tr)LEOVEng, 0 eorw eldwloratpng, ovk
€xeL kAnpovouloy v tf PBaoliely tod XpLotod kel OeoD.

Colossians 3:5 Mortify [put to death] therefore your members which are upon the
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and
covetousness, which is idolatry:
Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.
Nekpwonte odv To péAN To éml Thg YAg, mopreluy dkobupolor mabog
emBuploy kekfy, kel Ty TAcoveElay, NTLG €0TLY eldwlolatple,

1 Corinthians 6:9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of
God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous,
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kihngdom of God. 11 And
such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.
Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do
not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate,
nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 Such were some of you; but
you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.
T o0k oldate OTL &dikoL Beod BaoiAelar 00 KANPOVOUNCOUOLY; UN
TAvaoBe: obte moproL olte eldwAodatpal obTe HoLyol olte podukol
olte dpoevokoitol 10 olte kAémtal olite TAcovéktal, o péBvooL, od
AoldopoL, oly apTayeg Paoiiciar Beod kAnpovounoouoily. 11 kel tedta
TLVEC NTE” GAAL aTeAoVonOBe, GAAX TYLLoONTE, GAAL ESLKOLWONTE €V TG
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ovopatL tod kuptov ‘Incod XpLotod kal év T¢) Trelpatt Tod Oeod
NULOV.
1 Corinthians 6:13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy
both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the
Lord for the body. 14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us
by his own power. 15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall
| then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God
forbid. 16 What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for
two, saith he, shall be one flesh. 17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.
18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that
committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.
Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God will do away with
both of them. Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the
Lord is for the body. 14 Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise
us up through His power. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of
Christ? Shall | then take away the members of Christ and make them members
of a prostitute? May it never be! 16 Or do you not know that the one who joins
himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, "THE TWO SHALL
BECOME ONE FLESH." 17 But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit
with Him. 18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the
body, but the immoral man sms agamst his own body
O Bpwuaw rn KOLALQ KOLL M KOLkLoc TOLG Bpwpaow 0 66 Beoc kol
rowrnv KOLL rowroc KOL‘COLpYﬂOEL 10 8¢ ooop.oc o0 rn Tropvewc ocMoc O
Kupr kel 0 KUPLOG TG owpan 14 6 6e Beoc KOLL TOV KUpLOV nyeu,pev
KOCL nuocg eieyepEL dua TR 6uvocpewg «0ToD. 15 OUK oldate OTL T
OWPOTE DUAV péAn XpLotod €oTLy; &pag olv Ta WéAn tod XpLotod
TOLNOW TOPYNG HEAN; UM YévoLto. 16 [fi] olk oldate OTL 6 KOAAWUEVOC
) ﬂépvn v o®ua éotiy; “Eoovtal yap, d)noiv, oL &V €ig oo'cpKoc niow.
17 0 6‘6 KOM(I)pevog 0 Kupiw v Trvef)po'c cotv. 18 cl)evyere rnv
Tropvewcv TV oqwcprnpoc 0 eow ﬂomon owepomog €KTOC TOD OWHKTOC
€oTLY* 0 8¢ Topredwy €l¢ T0 LoLov oMU GUepTaVEL.

b. Am I taking for my own pleasure at the personal expense of another —
(1) his or her purity or the sanctity of his physical body?
(2) his or her life, without a reciprocal commitment of my own life?
14. THE “GARBAGE IN” TEST.
a. Am | willingly participating in my own temptation or the corrupting of my own mind?

The Positive

Psalm 101:2 | will behave myself wisely in a perfect [fr. integrity] way. O when wilt
thou come unto me? | will walk within my house with a perfect [fr. integrity] heart. 3 |
will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: | hate the work of them that turn aside;
it shall not cleave to me.
| will give heed to the blameless way. When will You come to me? | will walk
within my house in the integrity of my heart. 3 | will set no worthless thing
before my eyes; | hate the work of those who fall away; It shall not fasten its grip
on me.
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b¢liya‘al. Worthlessness. Belial from b€li and ya‘al : "not, without" and "to be of
use, worth, or profit."

Delitzsch: He (David) will not set before his eyes, namely, as a proposition or
purpose, any morally worthless or vile matter whatsoever. . . . all temptations
and incitements of this sort he shakes off from himself, so that nothing of the kind
cleaves to him.

The Negative

Psalm 26:4 | have not sat [keep company] with vain persons, neither will | go in with
dissemblers. 5 | have hated the congregation of evil doers; and will not sit with the
wicked.
| do not sit [keep company] with deceitful men, Nor will | go with pretenders. 5 |
hate the assembly of evildoers, And | will not sit with the wicked.

Vain persons = It designates anything that is unsubstantial, unreal, worthless,
either materially or morally. Hence, it is a word for idols . . .

Dissemblers = Those who conceal themselves, i.e. insidiously, craftily

¢ What we are not to do:
1. Keep company with them.
2. Participate with them.
3. Sit with them.

¢ What we are to do:

“‘Hate them”™: [TWOT] The word has the root meaning "to hate." It expresses
an emotional attitude toward persons and things which are opposed,
detested, despised and with which one wishes to have no contact or
relationship. It is therefore the opposite of love. Whereas love draws and
unites, hate separates and keeps distant. The hated and hating persons are
considered foes or enemies and are considered odious, utterly unappealing.

1 John 2:15 Love not [stop loving] the world, neither the things that are in the
world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh [the moral realm], and the lust of
the eyes [the material realm], and the pride of life [the mental realm], is not of
the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

Proverbs 13:20 He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion
[associate] of fools shall be destroyed [suffer harm].

NOTE THE ISSUE OF MUSIC AND ITS EFFECT ON THE HEART AND MIND.

ALSO NOTE THE TREMENDOUS POTENTIAL FOR PERSONAL DAMAGE ON
THE INTERNET.

b. Am | protecting my own heart and mind in a responsible manner?

Proverbs 4:23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for

Watch over your heart with all diligence, For
Lit. With all (great) diligence watch over, guard, protect your heart . . .
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Keil: Above all other things that are to be guarded, keep [quard, watch over] thy
heart . . .

Why? Because what is inside will come out, regardless of what it is! Your
entire life (thoughts, emotions, values, plans, purposes, etc.) will be produced
by what you put inside.

Mark 7:21 For from within [the inside], out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness,
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 23 All these evil
things come from within, and defile the man.
"For from within [the inside], out of the heart of men, proceed the evil
thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries,22 deeds of coveting and
wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.
23 "All these eV|I thlngs proceed from within and deﬂle the man."
eoweev yocp €k TG Kocp(SLocg TOV owep(oﬂwv oL 6LakoyL0p0L oL Kakol
EKTTOpEUOV’UOCL ‘ITOpVELOLL kAoTol, $povor,22 poLxe ToL, TAcoveklat,
Tovnp Lot 6010@, ocoekyeux od)@ockpog ﬂovnpog Bkocod)npwc U1T€p1’]d)OWLOC
ocd)poown 23 mavte tedTo To TovNPa €0wOey EKTOPEDETIL Kol KOLVOL
TOV OpwTOov.

Psalm 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my
thoughts:
Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts;

15. THE “TEMPLE” TEST.

“Temple” in the following verses is the word used to describe the Old Testament “Holy of
Holies”, the most sacred place of God’s dwelling on earth! The presence of the God of
absolute, infinite integrity.

a. Does it result in harm to my physical body?

1 Corinthians 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit
of God dwelleth in you? 17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God
destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.
Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells
in you? 17 If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the
temple of God |s hon, and that is what you are.
00K OL60£TE oTL VOLOC; Beod €ate kol TO Tredue ToD Beod
17 €l Tig TOV veov tod 9601) d)GELpeL d)eepEL toltoV 0
700 Beod @yLOg €oTLy, OLTLVEG éoTe Dpelg.

oikel &v DULY;
Bedc 6 Yop vaOg

The point he is making: (here the congregation, next text our physical bodies)
You are the personal dwelling place of God.

The Holy Spirit is residing personally within you.

Anything that effects you, effects the Holy Spirit who dwells within you.

Sin destroys by corruption any place where God dwells.

The temple of God is Holy — a place of absolute, infinite integrity.

6. That is what you are — the personal dwelling place of God.

IS

b. Does it give due reverence to this “dwelling place” of the Holy Spirit?
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1 Corinthians 6:18 Flee fornication [fv Topvelav, all kinds of sexual sins]. Every sin
that a man doeth is without [outside] the body; but he that committeth fornication
[sexual sins] sinneth against his own body. 19 What? know ye not that your body is
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are
not your own [you do not belong to yourself]? 20 For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.
18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but
the immoral man sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God,
and that you are not your own [you do not belong to yourself]? 20 For you have
been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
19 1) odk oldute OTL***T0 o@pe VUGV vedg ToD év DUV dylov Treduatoc
€0TLY 0D éxete Gmo BeoD, kal oDk €0Te €xvt®dV; 20 fyopaodnte yop
TIUfg dofaonte 8N TOV BeOV &V T() OWHATL DUGY.
***Lit. Your body is the sanctuary of the “in you” Holy Spirit

. . . immorality, drugs, smoking, etc. are all included in a proper application of
this principle.

1. Sexual sins violate the human body and its divinely ordained purposes.

2. Sexual sins violate the very real presence of the Holy Spirit of God within you.
He is given to you by a direct act of God when you are saved.

3. Sexual sins violate divine ownership.
You are not your own.
You have been purchased with the blood of Christ.

4. Therefore glorify God in your body . . .

[BDAG] dofalw; to cause to have splendid greatness, clothe in splendor,
glorify
2 Corinthians 6:16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye
are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, | will dwell in them, and walk
in them; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people.
Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of
the living God; just as God said, "I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM,;
AND | WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.
Tl 8¢ ouykaTadeoLg v Beod peth eldWAwY; TUELS Yop voog Beod
éoper (Gvtog, kabwg €lmer 0 Oedg 0tL Hroknow év adtolc Kol
EUTEPLTNTNOW Kol €0opal aTAV Be0¢ kol alTOL €00VTal WLou AadC.

¢ The desire of God’s heart for each one of us:

1. To make His dwelling in each one of us — personally. To display His glory by
His presence in our lives.

2. To “walk about” in every aspect of our lives.

3. To be identified as “our God”.

4. To have us as His people — people who are identified as His.
16. THE INTRINSIC VALUE TEST.
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a. Is it good, worthful, of significant or permanent value?

2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that
every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad [worthless].
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may
be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad.
TOUG Y0P Trowrocg nuocg d)owepwenvou Oel epﬂpooeev T0D Bnpocrog t0D
XpLO’EOU Tvo KopLonwL €kootog T Sl ToD oWpITog TPOS & EmpaEey,
€lte ayabov elte padiov.

[Thayer] padAog; easy, slight, ordinary, mean, worthless, of no account,

[BDAG] padAog; 1. pert. to being low-grade or morally substandard, base 2. pert. to
being relatively inferior in quality, ordinary

[Trench] ... there are words in most languages, and ¢adAOG is one of them, which
contemplate evil under another aspect, not so much (that) either of active or passive
malignity, but rather of its” good-for-nothingness,” the impossibility of any true
gain ever coming forth from it. . . . This notion of worthlessness is the central
notion of padAOC.

1 Corinthians 1:7 So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ: 8 Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye
may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our
Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
WoTE VPG WM LoTEPelobol €V undevi yoplopatl Gmekdeyopuérovg thy
amokaAvyiLy tod kuplov HuAY Incod XpLotod: 8 0¢ kol Pefurwioet
UUAC €W TEAOUG GUeEYKANTOUG €V Th NMuépa ToD Kuplov Nu@Y ‘Inood
Xprotob.

NOTE: The good many times stands in the way of the best!
Emptiness and Striving after the wind (chasing bubbles) . . .

Ecclesiastes 1:1 The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in

Jerusalem. 2 Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity.
The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 2 "Vanity of
vanities," says the Preacher, "Vanity of vanities! All is vanity."

The significant list . . .
pleasure — laughter
stimulating my body with wine
enlarging my works — building houses, gardens, ponds etc.
collecting silver, gold and other treasures
hard work and toil
devoting your life to public service
seeking money and material abundance
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Fullness — a life filled up as full as it can get!

1. A life brought into partnership with God through Christ

Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17 And he is
before all things, and by him all things consist. 18 And he is the head of the body,
the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he
might have the preeminence. 19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all
fulness dwell; 20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by
him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, / say, whether they be things in
earth, or things in heaven.
For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things
have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and
in Him all things hold together. 18 He is also head of the body, the church;
and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will
come to have first place in everything. 19 For it was the Father's good
pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to
reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His
cross; through Him, / say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
19 0TL €V adTE) €DOOKNOEY TAY TO TANPWUE KXTOLKHoL

Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after
Christ. 9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 10 And ye
are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:
See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty
deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary
principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 9 For in Him all the
fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been
made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;
BAETETE UM TLC DUAC €0Tol O CLARYWYRY OLi ThHE PpLAocodlog Kol
KEVAG AToTng KTl THY TepadooLy TV avlpidTey, Katl T 0ToLYELw
70D KOOROU kol 00 kotde XpLotov: 9 OtTL év adT KaToLkel Tay TO
TApwHe ThHC Be0TNTOC CWHATLKAG, 10 Kol é0TE &V adT
TETANPWHEVOL, OC €O0TLY T KEPOAN Taong apyfg kal €Eovoiecg,
vs. 10 ... you are in Him having been filled up full and you continue in such
a state

Fullness includes all of the following: meaning, significance, personal
fulfillment, blessedness, satisfaction, fruitfulness, productiveness etc.
The more we are full of ourselves and our own desires, the less God is
able to fill us with His own fullness.

b. Is it a waste of time and effort in the light of real needs and eternal values?

1 Corinthians 3:11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day
shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's



Page 35

work of what sort it is. 14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he
shall receive a reward. 15 If any man's work shall be burned [consumed by fire],
he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.
14 If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.
15 If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be
saved, yet so as through fire.
€l Tvog T0 épyov pevel 0 €moLkodOunoey, LLobor AnMuletal: 15 €l tLvog
10 €pyov katokaroetol, (NULwONoetaL, adtog 8¢ owdnoetaL, oUTWE 8¢
W¢ dLa TuPOC.

17. THE DEFINITE COMMAND TEST.

a. Is there a command or statement of Scripture that clearly and definitely addresses the issue
in question? If so, the issue is settled once and for all!

John 14:15 If ye love me, keep [guard, watch over] my commandments.
"If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.
By Gyomadté pe, T0C EVTOALG TG ERiC TnprioeTe:

If you are devoted to me (serve, sacrifice) be concerned and diligent concerning
my commandments

John 14:21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth [guard, watch over] them,
he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and | will
love him, and will manifest myself to him.
"He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and
he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and | will love him and will disclose
Myself to him."
0 exwv T0G EVTOAAG Lo Kol rnpwv oOTOG EKELVOQ eorw o ocyom(ov pe: 0
e ocyomwv e ocyomnenoerou U0 ToD TUTPOC KOV, KAYW GYeTNOW aUTOV
Kol Eudariow adT@ ELauTov.

1. Has my commandments — a knowledge of what He desires
2. Keeps them — Has a heart concern that they are fulfilled in his life.

1 Corinthians 7:19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the
keeping of the commandments of God.
Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters is the
keeping of the commandments of God.
T TEPLTOWT 00OEY E0TLY Kol T) GkPOPLOTLX OVBEV E0TLY, GAAX THPTOLG
€VTOAQY BeoD.

There were those who made a huge issue about circumcision but were willing to
overlook carelessness and indifference in regard to God’s commands (not
legalism).
1 John 5:2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and
keep his commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep [do] his
commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.
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By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and
observe His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His
commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.
ev TOUTW yLV(I)OKopev 0TL ocyocﬂ(f)pev T0 TEKV 0D Beobd, otoy tbv Gebv
ocyomwpev KOCL rocc; EVTOALG owrou TOLOUeV. 3 owrn yocp €0TLY 1) ocyomn
100 Beod, Tva rocc; evtodag adTod TNP@UEY, Kal ol évtolal adTod
Bapelal olk elolv.

1. We “do” His commandments.
2. We carefully guard His commandments.

3. We do not find His commandments to be difficult, burdensome, severe or
troublesome — we embrace them fully.

b. Where there is no direct reference to the issue in question, the issue must be put under the
scrutiny of the tests listed above.

Psalm 43:3 O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me; let them bring me
unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles.
O send out Your light and Your truth, let them lead me; Let them bring me to
Your holy hill And to Your dwelling places.

Light = insight, ability to see
Truth = The basic root idea is firmness or certainty. . . . it expresses the basic

concept of support and is used in the sense of the strong arms of the parent
supporting the helpless infant.

N.B. These both lead to a life of integrity and one filled with the presence of
God.

Psalm 25:4 Shew [hiphil, causative, cause me to know] me thy ways, O LORD; teach
me thy paths. 5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my
salvation; on thee do | wait all the day.

Make me know Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 5 Lead me in Your

truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; For You | wait all the

day.

1. Hiphil — Cause me to know

2. Teach = ‘11?35 has the idea of training as well as educating.

3. Lead = hiphil — cause me to be led

Psalm 86:11 Teach me thy way, O LORD; | will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to
fear thy name.
Teach me Your way, O LORD; | will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear
Your name.

Unite = piel, intensive active — Delitzsch: ... direct all its powers and
concentrate them on the one thing!

Matthew 5:6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for
they shall be filled.
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
satisfied.
HOKOPLOL Ol TELV@VTEG Kol SLPdvteg Ty dikeLoovvny, 0tL adTol
xopTaodnoovtaL.
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hunger = [Fri] literally be hungry, hunger; figuratively strongly desire something,
long for, want very much

thirst = [Fri] literally thirst, be thirsty, suffer from thirst, figuratively long earnestly
for, have strong desire for

filled = to be filled or satisfied with food — here a life filled with righteousness.

18. THE EXCELLENCE TEST.

excellent; adjective: meritoriously near the standard or model, of the highest or finest
quality, and exceptionally good of its kind, superior.

Synonyms: “A-1”, bang-up, banner, blue-ribbon, boss, bully, bunkum, capital, champion,
classic, classical, dandy, famous, fine, first-class, first-rate, first-string, five-star, front-
rank, “Grade A”, number one, par excellence, prime, quality, royal, slap-up, sovereign,
stunning, superior, top, top-notch, whiz-bang;

a. Does it promote and produce a spirit of excellence in all you do?

Philippians 1:9 And this | pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in
knowledge and in all judgment; 10 That ye may approve things that are excellent;
that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ;
And this | pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge
and all discernment,10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in
order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ;
Kol ToDTO TPOoEDYoUeL, tve 1) &yamm VOV €Tl PaAlov kol WaEAAov
TepLooeln €V EmLyvwoeL kal mdon aiodnoer 10 eic t0 SokLpalely DPAG
T0c dradépovte, Tva NTe €lALKPLYELG Kol GTPOOKOTOL €L¢ MUEPaY
XpLotob,

¢ Selflessness in to abound, to overflow increasingly as time goes on in the
following way — év €mLyvwoeL kel Tdon «iobnoel = in full knowledge, and
in perception, insight, discernment, understanding.

¢ The purpose is to furnish a living demonstration (prove by testing - €ic 0
dokiudlery) of things that are excellent in nature.

¢ Directly implied — selfless people possessing full knowledge and insight are
people whose lives are characterized by excellence — not laziness and
carelessness.

1 Peter 2:11 Dearly beloved, | beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from
fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; 12 Having your conversation honest
among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by
your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.
Beloved, | urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which
wage war against the soul. 12 Keep your behavior excellent among the
Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may
because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of
visitation.
"Ayomrol, TopakeAd (og TOPOLKOUG KOC\L ﬂocpeméﬁuoug oméxeo@ou TV
OOLpKLKu)V emeumwv olTLveg orpocreuovrou KOLTOL rng tlwxng 12 v
GrooTpodny LUAY €V tolg €0veoLy €xovtec KeAny, e, €V @
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KeTeAeAoDOLY DUV W KUKOTOLOV €K TV KAADV €PYWV ETOMTEVOVTEG
80EX0WOLY TOV B0V €V TUEPQE ETLOKOTTC.

¢ Vs. 12 Our conversation is our personal communication to others through
that which they see and hear — our behavior; the communication of that
which you believe and are — through what we say, do, our attitudes, our work
product, etc.. Here we are admonished to communicate that which is
commendable (kaAfv - good, honest, excellent).

[Thayer] koAGc, applied by the Greeks to everything so distinguished in form,
excellence, goodness, usefulness, as to be pleasing; hence (according to the
context) equivalent to "beautiful, handsome, excellent, eminent, choice,
surpassing, precious, useful, suitable, commendable, admirable"; beautiful to
look at, shapely, magnificent. good, excellent in its nature and
characteristics, and therefore well adapted to its ends: especially of things
so constituted as to answer the purpose for which that class of things was
created; good in its substance and nature, and fitted to produce good, ample
measure; Synonyms used: genuine, approved, precious ; superior to;
competent, able, such as one ought to be: praiseworthy, noble: expedient,
profitable, wholesome

¢ The standard here is not what others do. It is the very best we ourselves can
co.

2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge;
Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral
excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,
kel OTO ToDTO 8¢ OTOUBTV TAOKY TUPELOEVEYKAVTEG ETLYOPTYNONTE EV
T mloTelL DUAY TV dpetry, év 8¢ T Apeth TV YrdoLy,

[Fri] EmLyopnyéw; (1) literally, of one who provides out of his own expense —
furnish, supply; figuratively provide in addition, add,

[BDAG] émLyopmnyéw
1. to convey as a gift, give, grant
2. to provide (at one’s own expense), supply, furnish

3. to provide what is necessary for the well-being of another, support,
help

[Fri] épetn}, (1) generally, of a good quality of any kind excellence, goodness,
valor, (2) as ascribed to God excellence, praise; concretely wonderful deed; (3)
as a manifestation of God's grace goodness, power (4) as a moral characteristic
virtue, uprightness, goodness, opposite kaklo (depravity, vice)

[Thayer] &petn}, a word of very wide signification in Greek writings; any
excellence of a person (in body or mind) or of a thing, an eminent endowment,
property or quality. Used of the human mind and in an ethical sense, it denotes:
1. a virtuous course of thought, feeling and action; virtue, moral goodness 2.
any particular moral excellence, as modesty, purity

b. Does it say “quality” and “excellence” in the minds of those who observe your life?
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Matthew 5:14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and
it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before [in front
of] men, that they may see [see with perception] your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven.
"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor does
anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives
light to all who are in the house. 16 "Let your light shine before [in front of] men in
such a way that they may see [see with perception] your good works, and
glorify your Father who is in heaven.
16 0UTWC APPaTw TO GOC VPOV EUTPOoader TV Gropwtwy, OTKg
16woLy DUV To koAl €pye Kol S0EXOWOLY TOV TTéPE VUGV TOV €V
TOL¢ OVPAVOLC.

NOTE: Our lives and testimonies are very public. They are daily on display
before everyone in our world. What do others see and observe in our lives?

Philippians 2:14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 15 That ye may
be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a
crooked [unscrupulous, dishonest] and perverse [perverted, depraved] nation,
among whom ye shine as lights [luminaries, light-givers] in the world,;
Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 15 so that you will prove yourselves
to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a
crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights
[luminaries, light-givers] in the world,
15 Tvo. Yévnobe GuepTtol Kol Gképolol, Tékve Beod GUWe LECOV YeVEdC
OKOALAG Kol SLeoTpoppévng, év olg dalveobe ¢ dwothpec €V kKOOUW,

MORE ON EXCELLENCE

1. What do you do when those in authority over you don'’t allow you to do the quality or
quantity of work that you desire to do?

2. How do you measure your best?
3. What about excellence in worship?

dress? music? orderliness? preparation?

19 THE LIBERTY TEST

a. Does it abuse legitimate and biblical personal liberty in Christ?

¢

There is legitimate and wonderful freedom in Christ

Galatians 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free,
and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.
It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not
be subject again to a yoke of slavery.
T €devBeply Muac XpLotog NAELBEPWOEY: OTNKETE OOV Kol WT) TEALY
Cuy® SovAelog évéxeoe.
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The personal bondage here is directly defined by the text to be the issue of
circumcision

Galatians 5:2 Behold, | Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall
profit you nothing. 3 For | testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he
is a debtor to do the whole law.
Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of
no benefit to you. 3 And | testify again to every man who receives
circumC|S|on that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.
"16€ eyw Howkog AEYW Up.l,l/ OTL €0 nepwepvnoGe XpLorog VHOC
008EV wd)eknoa 3 uocpwpouoct 8¢ ToALY Trocm'L owep(mm)
TEPLTEUVOLEV OTL OPELAETNG €0TLY OAOV TOV VOUoV ToLfioadl.

Freedom here does not consist in the right to do anything we please! It is
freedom from dependence on the requirements of the ceremonial law to obtain
a right standing before God.

Galatians 4:9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of
God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire
again to be in bondage?
But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God,
how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental
things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?
v 8¢ yrovteg Bedv, paAlov & Yrwodévteg LTO Beod, TAC
ETLOTPEDETE TAALY €TL TO GOBeVf] Kol TTWYX OTOLXELX OLg TUALY
avwOer SouLAeVELY BEAETE;

Acts 15:10 Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the
disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?
"Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the neck of
the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to
bear?
viv obv Tl Telpalete TOV Oeov émBelval (uyov €Tl TOV TpaynAov
TOV PadNTOV OV olTe ol Tutépeg NUAY olTe MueLg Loyloouer
BaotaowtL;

The legitimate exercise of personal liberty can have a disastrous effect upon others.

1 Corinthians 8:9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a
stumblingblock to them that are weak.
But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling
block to the weak.
BAETeTe &€ un Twg 1) EEovole VLAY TN TPOOKOUWE YEVTTHL TOLG
aoPevéaLy.
[Fri] €&ovole; authority, right, power; (1) as denoting the power of decision
making,
[BDAG] ¢tovoio; a state of control over something, freedom of choice, right
(e.g., the ‘right’ to act, decide, or dispose of one’s property or life as one wishes.

[Thayer] tpdokoupe; a stumbling-block, i. e. an obstacle in the way which if one
strike his foot against he necessarily stumbles or falls; to put a stumblingblock in
someone's way, i. e. figuratively, to furnish someone an occasion for sinning,
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A.T. Robertson: Take heed (blepete). A warning to the enlightened. Lest by any
means (mé pdés). Common construction after verbs of caution or fearing, This liberty
of yours (hé exousia humén hauté). Exousia, from exestin, means a grant,
allowance, authority, power, privilege, right, liberty. Personal liberty becomes a

battle cry to those who wish to indulge their own whims and appetites regardless of the
effect upon others.

A stumbling-block to the weak (proskomma tois asthenesin). Late word from
proskopté, to cut against, to stumble against. So an obstacle for the foot to strike. We do
not live alone. This principle applies to all social relations in matters of law, of health, of
morals. Noblesse oblige. The enlightened must consider the welfare of the
unenlightened, else he does not have love.

1 Corinthians 9:22 To the weak became | as weak, that | might gain the weak: | am
made all things to all men, that | might by all means save some.
To the weak | became weak, that | might win the weak; | have become all
things to all men, so that | may by all means save some.
éyevduny tolg dobevéoLy doBevnc, tva tolg doBevelc kepdfiow: Tolc
oo yéyove ThvTe, Ve TAVTOE TLVAG 0WOoW.

1. There was a cost to this personal selflessness:
[BDAG] kepdaivw; to acquire by effort or investment, to gain.

2. {vo. There was purpose for this personal selflessness — {va Tavtwg
TLVOC 0Wow — in order that | might save some.

b. Does it subvert genuine biblical liberty with selfish and evil purposes?

1 Peter 2:16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as
the servants of God.
Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it
as bondslaves of God.
WG EACOOEPOL KoL PT) WG ETLKUAVUUK €XOVTEC TRAC KoKlag Ty €AcuBeplov
AL’ e Beod SodAoL.
A.T. Robertson: 1Pe 2:16 -And not using your freedom (kai mé echontes tén
eleutherian). "And not holding your liberty" (present active participle of eché. For a
cloke of wickedness (hés epikalumma tés kakias). Epikalumma (from epikaluptd) is a
rare word for veil, here only in N.T. and in figurative sense for pretext to do wickedness
under, a thing, alas, that sometimes happens. But as bondservants of God (all’ hés

theou douloi). Paul's proud title. There is no such thing as absolute freedom (personal
freedom), for that is anarchy. Cf. Ro 6:22 "enslaved to God."

pretext: Latin praetextus,from prae- + texere to weave. A purpose or motive

alleged or an appearance assumed in order to cloak the real intention or state of
affairs.
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Paraphrase: Though being free, stop holding (using) your liberty as a pretext
(cover-up) for wickedness, but rather, hold (use) it as bond-slaves of God for His
purposes.

2 Peter 2:19 While they promise them liberty, **they themselves are the servants of
corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.
promising them freedom while **they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by
what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.
erevBeplar adtolg émayyeAlouerol, adtol doDAoL UTEP)OVTES THC
$Bopic: @ yap TLC HTTNTEL, TOUTW 6e60VAWTNL.

NOTE: In this text liberty abused can result in personal slavery!
**They themselves are in a state of being slaves of corruption

[Fri] ioodouet; (fr. lesser, inferior, worse); strictly be put to the worse; hence be
defeated, conquered

N.B. That which overcomes us enslaves us! Liberty and enslavement are
mutually exclusive!

Liberty, then, is more than some are able to handle or manage and instead
of resulting in their benefit contributes to their downfall — also the downfall of
those caught in the wake of their improper exercise of liberty.

Galatians 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not
liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 14 For all the
law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 15
But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed [ruined,
destroyed] one of another. 16 This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil
the lust of the flesh.
For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into
an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the
whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 15 But if you bite and devour one another, take care
that you are not consumed [ruined, destroyed] by one another. 16 But | say, walk
by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.
Yp.ELg Yop &€m ekeueepux éxANOTTE, océe)td)oi pévov un Thy E)Leueepwcv
ELC; oubopunv 'cn OOLpKL QAL Lo rnq ocyomng SovAelete ocMnkmg 14 0
Yo ﬂocg Vouog v El/L A0V ﬁEﬂknpwraL 3y, rw Ayomnoag TOV TrknOLov
00U WG O€LTOV. 15 €l &¢ aAAAoVg dakvete Kol koteaBlete, BAETETE un
T GAANAWY Gradwdfte. 16 Aéyw &€, TreduatL ﬂepLﬂocreT.re Kol
EMLOUULLY OoPKOC 0D WUT) TEAEOMTE.

A.T. Robertson: Ye were called for freedom (ep' eleutheriéi ekléthéte). Use not .
.. as an occasion to the flesh "turn not your liberty into an occasion for the flesh"
(eis aphormén téi sarki), as a spring board for license. On aphormé, see on 2Co 5:12
— “as a base of operation.” Liberty so easily turns to license.

[Thayer] ddboput) ; properly, a place from which a movement or attack is made, a
base of operations:

NOTE: By love serve one another — Freedom and love are twins. They are
totally compatible and work together to the greatest benefit.
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When liberty and selfishness are joined together the result is often very bitter:
But if you bite and devour (eat up, consume) one another . . .

Vs. 16 The passions of the flesh destroy the blessings of liberty!

20. THE SEPARATION TEST

a. Does it result with a partnership with that which or those who are engaged
directly in evil?

¢

Do not walk, stand or sit with them

Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2 But his delight
is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor
stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 2 But his delight is in
the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.

Do not be tied together in joint effort with them

2 Corinthians 6:14 [lit. stop being] Be ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, |
will dwell in them, and walk in them; and | will be their God, and they shall be my
people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and | will receive you,
[lit. stop being] Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership
have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?
15 Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common
with an unbeliever? 16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For
we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "l WILL DWELL IN THEM AND
WALK AMONG THEM; AND | WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 17
"Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE," says the Lord. "AND
DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; And | will welcome you.
M yiveoBe etepoluyodvTeg GTLOTOLS TLC Yop WETOXT SLkoloolvy Kol
avople f) Tig kowwrio dwtl mpog okotog; 15 Tig d¢ ovubwvnoLg
XpLotod mpog BeAlap, §) Tic peple mLOTH uetk amioTou; 16 tic &¢
ouykotaBeoLs v 0eod Wett eldWAWY; HUELS Yop Voo Beod Eopey
{@vtog, kabwg €lmer 6 Beog 0TL Evolknow év adTolg Kal EUTepLTatnow
kol €oopet adT@Y Bed¢ kol adTol €oovtal Hov AndC. 17 SL0 €E€éABute €k
néoou adTAY Kol apoplodnte, Aéyel kUpLOg, Kol GKaOUPTOL UT| KTTeode:
KAYW €Lodefopal DUAC
1. Do not be yoked together unequally (e.g. ox & donkey) — M1 yiveabe
etepoluyodvteg GmioToLS

NOTE: Five Issues:
1. Commonality — fr. holding together

1. Partnership — close association involving mutual interests and sharing
2. Symphony, harmony
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3. Portion, part — shared common portion
4. Mutual agreement — fr. approved by putting together the votes
2. Come out — ¢€E€ABate €k pPéoou abTOY — come out away from . . .
3. Be separate — apopLodnte — mark off by boundaries, separate, sever
4. Do not touch what is unclean — dkaBaptov pn anteode:
Do not be joint-sharers with them

Ephesians 5:5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and
of God. 6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things
cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 7 Be [become] not ye
therefore partakers [joint-sharers] with them.
For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous
man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath
of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be [become]
partakers [ioint-sharers] with them;
rouro yocp lote ywwomvreg, OTL TG ﬂépVOQ n ocm@ocprog n ﬂkeovémng,
0 €0TLY ELéwkokanﬂc, oUK EXEL Kknpovouww v T Bocmkeux T0D
XpLorou KoL Geou 6 Mnbelc Uuocg ocmxrocm) KEVOLG AOYOLQ dLo rowroc
yocp €pyetaL n opyN rou BeoD éml Tolg violg Thc amelBelog. 7 wun odv
viveoBe ovupétoyol adTOY:

NOTE: This ye know — Our own personal experience has taught us that certain
things are not compatible one with another.

NOTE: What is not fitting for the kingdom of God should not be considered fitting
in the life of the believer!

Do not mix or intermingle with them

Ephesians 5:11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but
rather reprove [convict] them.
Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose
[convict] them;
Kol UT) OLUYKOLVWVELTE TOLG €PYOLG TOLG kapToLe ToD okdToug, WaAAov
de KoL EAEYYETE.

stop mixing and intermingling with . . . rather be convicting them (to their
own shame)!

[Fri] ovvevapulyvoul active mix, mingle together, as when mixing ingredients for
medicine; figuratively mingle oneself with, intermingle, associate with

1 Corinthians 5:9 | wrote unto you in an epistle not to keep company with
fornicators: 10 Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the
covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the
world. 11 But now | have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is
called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard,
or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.

| wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; 10 | did not at all

mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers,
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or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world. 11 But actually, |
wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral
person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler-- not
even to eat with such aone.
”Eypocthoc VULV €v T emorokn Wy ouvowocp.wvuoeou ‘ITOpVOLQ, 10 o0
TOVTWE TOLQ ﬂopvou; T0D Koopou TOUTOU n rOLg TT)LEOVEKTOCLQ KoL
ocpmxiw n eLéwko)Locrpoch, €mel (od)EL)Lere apo EK T0D Koouov €EeAOeLY.
11 viv 6¢ eypoctl;oc VLY p,n ovvowocp.tyvuoeou €0V TLG aéekd)og
ovopalopevog 1 Tropvog il Trkeovem'ng M EL6wkokarpng i Aoldopoc T
néebuoog 1 Gpmet, TG TOLOUTW Pnde ouvveoBiel.

2 Thessalonians 3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh
disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.
Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to
the tradition which you received from us.
[oporyyérdoper 8¢ VULV, adeddol, év dvopatt Tod kuplov [Muar] Inood
XpLotod 0T€ALEoBL DUAC Ao TowTOC adeAdoD GTAKTWE TEPLTATODVTOC
Kol UT) KTl TNV TepadooLy Ny mapeiafooay Tap’ NUGV.

2 Thessalonians 3:14 And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that
man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed.
If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that
person and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame.
€l 6€ TLC oDY UTOKOVEL TG AOYR MUOV SLe ThC EMLOTOATC, ToDToV
onuerodoBe un ouvaveplyvuodul adte, Lre evtpath:

James presents God to us as a jealous lover

James 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the
world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the
enemy of God. 5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in
us lusteth to envy?
You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility
toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no
purpose: "He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us"?

ESV James 4:4 You adulterous people'
umxocMéeq, o0k oLdate OTL 1) d)L)LLoc t0D Koopou exepoc T00 Beod
€0TLY; OC €0V ouv Bouknen PpLAOC ELVOLL t0D Koopou exepog t00 Beod
KOL@LO‘EOL‘EOLL 51 60KEL1‘E OTL Kevwg M ypocd)n Aéyer, TIpog $pBovov
EMLTOOEL TO TYeDUe O KATWKLOEY €V HULY,

1 dLAle = a relationship based on attraction = to kiss the world

Hiebert: “The world” here does not refer to the material creation, but rather to the
mass of unredeemed humanity as an egocentric world system that is hostile to God. Its
central aim is self-enjoyment and self-aggrandizement in disregard of or in op[en
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hostility toward God. To cultivate the world’s friendship implies conformity to its
principles and aims.

Paraphrase: You adulterous people. Do you not grasp the fact that this affinity (love
affair) of yours for the world is personal hostility toward God. Therefore whoever
chooses to be friends with the world places himself in the position of being God’s enemy.
Do you really suppose or think that the Scripture speaks about this with no purpose or
specific meaning? With great desire, the Holy Spirit who has been caused to dwell in us
longs for our affection.

Affinity: an attraction to or liking for something; a natural attraction or feeling of
kinship; An inherent similarity between persons or things. See synonyms at likeness.

b. Does it result in a direct partnership with that which honors and glorifies God?

Acts 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate
me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto | have called them.
While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set
apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called them."
AeLtovpyolrtwy 6¢ adT@Y T¢) KLPLK Kol VYNOTELOVTWY €lTer TO Tredua
10 (yLov, "Adoploate 81 pol Tov Baprafav kel Xadiov eic to €épyov 0
TPOOKEKATUL DTOVC.

cf. (2co 6:17) Be separate — adpopLobnte — mark off by boundaries, separate,
sever — the same word here.

Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto
the gospel of God,
Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God,
[TadAog d0DAog XpLatod 'Inood, kANTOg &mO0TOA0C AdwPLopéVOS €ig
edoyyéLov Beod,

21. THE LONG-HAUL (ULTIMATE OUTCOME) TEST

a. What really will be the ultimate outcome?

Proverbs 20:17 Bread of deceit is sweet to a man; but afterwards his mouth shall
be filled with gravel.
Bread obtained by falsehood is sweet to a man, But afterward his mouth will be
filled with gravel.

e.g. scallops

Galatians 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. 8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but [contrariwise] he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting.
Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will
also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.
Mn mAavdode, Beoc o puktnplletot. O yop & omelpn &vdpwrog,
T00T0 kol Beploel: 8 OTL 0 omelpwy eig TNV gdpke €avtod €k TAC
oopkog Beploel GpBopav, 6 6€ omelpwy eig TO Mvedpo €k ToD TYeDULATOC
Beploel (wNv alwviov.
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[Fri] from pukthp (nose); strictly turn up one's nose at; hence treat
with contempt, mock, sneer at, deride

. . . that which a man sows whatever it is, that he also shall be reaping
(_ )"
NOTE: Sowing here (lit. into the flesh — into the Spirit) indicates choices
we make as to what we will do in various situations in life. The laws God
has set in place for life will never fail to govern the outcome of the choices we are
making in life.

Hebrews 12:16 [(v.15)Looking diligently]Lest there be any fornicator, or profane
person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat [lit. for one act of eating] sold his
birthright. 17 For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the
blessing, : for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it
carefully with tears.
[(v.15)See to it] that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold
his own birthright for a single meal [lit. for one act of eating] . 17 For you know
that even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the blessing, ,
for he found no place for repentance, though he sought for |t W|th tears
[emomttoum‘eg] un TLC Trépvoc; il BeBn)toc; (og ’Hoocu 0¢ OWTL Bp(ooewg
tuocg QTESETO TOL ﬂp(oTOTOKLOC coxvtod. 17 lote yop OTL Kol METETTELTOL
Ge)t(ov Kknpovotmooct tnv ev)toytow , Letavolog yop TOTOV
oLy €DpeV KolTep WeTk dakplwy €k{nTnoag adThy.

[Fri] : 1aor. pass. dmedokLpudadny; strictly throw out as the result of
a test;
[LS] (dmo-dokipdlw), to reject on scrutiny, to reject for want of

qualification, -generally, to reject as unworthy or unfit,

Esau made one disastrous choice — the choice to trade his birthright for a
bowl of soup — which resulted in two significant losses:

1. The loss of his birthright.
2. The loss of his blessing.

Esau’s contemptuous attitude toward his birthright and toward the
blessing of God created in him such an aversion toward what was right that
he became permanently tied down to the foolish choices he had made - it
became a part of his personal character. You and | become the product of
our choices — we become tied to them, sometimes irrevocably.

Proverbs 14:12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof
are the ways of death.
There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.

NOTE: The awesome deceptiveness of appearances!

Keil: This “rightness” [‘seeming right’] is present only as a phantom, for it arises
wholly from a terrible self-deception; the man judges falsely and goes astray
when, without regard to God and His word, he follows only his own opinions. It is
the way of estrangement from God, of fleshly security; the way of vice, in which
the blinded [person] decides to spend his life, to set himself to fulfil his [own]
purposes; but the end thereof — the end of this intention, that in which it issues —
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are the ways of death. He who thus deceives himself regarding his course of life,
sees himself at last arrived at a point from which every way which now further
remains to him leads only down to death. The self-delusion of one ends in death
by the sentence of the judge, that of another in self-destruction; of one in
loathsome disease, of another in a slow decay under the agony of conscience, or
in sorrow over a henceforth dishonored and distracted life.

Romans 6:20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from

righteousness. 21 What fruit had ye then™ in those things whereof ye are now
ashamed? for the end [terminus] of those things is death. 22 But now [vuvi 6€¢]
being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto
holiness, and [6¢] the end everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death; but [6¢]
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21

Therefore what benefit were you then deriving™” from the things of which you
are now ashamed? For the outcome [terminus] of those things is death. 22
But now [vuvl &¢] having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive
your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and [6‘6] the outcome, eternal life. 23 For
the wages of sin is death, but [6¢] the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
ore Yo 60U)LOL nte rng ocpocpuocg, ekeueepm fre T 6LKaLoouvn 21 tive
ovv KO(.pTI'OV €lyete t0TE; ed) oi¢ viv emmxweo@e 70 yocp Tekoc;
ékelvwy Oavartog. 22 VUVL o ekeueepweem‘eg 4o rnq ocuocpruxg
SovAwOEVTEC B¢ TR O €xete TOV KOPTOV VUGV €L¢ yLaouov, TO 6€
T€LOG Comy aiwviov. 23 To yop Olwvie Thg apaptieg Bavatog, TO 8¢
xapLope tod 0eod (wn alwviog év XpLot® ‘Incod T¢ Kuplw MUGV.

**vs. 21 Tell me, honestly, what really is the benefit from these things???
[GING] dUidviov; wages, pay, salary, compensation — SIN IS A KILLER!

Doing that which comes naturally vs. doing that which comes out of a
regenerated heart and life, filled with the Holy Spirit — the Spirit of absolute,
infinite integrity. TWO CONTRASTED INPUTS AND TWO CONTRASTED
OUTCOMES!

Galatians 5:19 Now the works of the flesh [what you and | do] are manifest,
which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 |dolatry,
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21
Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you
before, as | have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not
inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit [what the Holy Spirit
produces] is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23
Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity,
sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger,
disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things
like these, of which | forewarn you, just as | have forewarned you, that those who
practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the
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Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23

gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
davepa &€ €0TLY T Epye TR oopkde, GTLVa €0TLY Topvele, akadupolo,
ao€ryeLa, 20 eldwroratple, doppakele, ExOpul, €pLg, (Hrog, Buuol,
€pLOelat, dLyootaoial, aipéoelg, 21 $OOvoL, nébal, KOUOL Kol T OpoLe
roﬁrOLg, o ﬂpokéyw ULy, Koce(bg ﬂpoetﬂov OtL ol T& ToLeDTe
Trpocooom'eg Bocmkeuxv Beod OU Kknpovopnoouow 22 O 66 KOLpTTOC; 0D
Trveuuocrog eorw ocyomn xocpoc ELpnvn pompo@upux xpnoromg ocyocecoovvn,
mTlotig 23 Tpaltng EYKPATELR: KTl TGOV TOLOUTWY OVK €0TLY VOWOC.

[BDAG] &ykpateLw; restraint of one’s emotions, impulses, or desires, self-
control

IF YOU DON'T WANT THE FRUIT, DON'T PLANT THE TREE!

b. Is the outcome worth waiting for?

What will be the basis of our choices?
Easy now and difficult later . . . or —
Difficult now and easy later?

Hebrews 12:11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but
grievous: nevertheless afterward [later] it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.
All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those
who have been trained by it, afterwards [later] it yields the peaceful fruit of
righteousness.
oo &€ TeLdele TPOC UEV TO ToPOV 00 Ookel Xaupdc €lval G AUTMC,
UoTepor 8¢ kapTov elpnyikov Tolg 8L° adThg YEYUUVUOUEVOLG
&ToSLOWOLY SLKoLOGUVTC.
[GING] moLdele; training, discipline

TDNT] eipnvn; a state of well-being of wholeness
YeyuuvaopévoLg verb participle perfect passive from yupuvalw

[Fri] youwvalw literally exercise naked, train in gymnastic discipline;
figuratively in the NT, of mental and spiritual training and discipline control
oneself, vigorous exercise, self-control

2 Corinthians 9:6 But this / say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap [be
reaping] also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap [be reaping]
also bountifully.
Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
Todto 8, 0 omelpwy deLdopévng deldopévwe kul Beploet, kol O
omelpwy ém edloylulg ém edAoyluig kal Beploel.

sparingly = fr. to hold back, keep back, spare, abstain, be stingy

[Fri] deLdouévwe adverb; in a limited way, sparingly; figuratively, of miserly giving
to help others

[Fri] beldoper verb; refrain from, avoid doing something
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[Thayer] (ém’) edAoyla an invocation of blessings; a (concrete) blessing, benefit;
ém’ edAoylulg, that blessings may accrue, bountifully
Here he is not talking about the amount but about the hearts desire
which is carried out in the persons actions.

John 11:4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for
the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.
But when Jesus heard this, He said, "This sickness is not to end in death, but for
the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by it."
akovoag 6¢ 0 Inoodc elmer, Abtn 1) dobéveln odk €Ty TPOG BdveTov
&AL Umep thic 60Eng tod Beod, Ty 50Enodf 6 viog ToD Beod &L adThC.
The purposes of the most awful of human experiences can be that of a
most spectacular of victories in a public display of the glory of God!

c¢. Am | willing to patiently wait for the desired outcome.

Galatians 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap,
if we faint not.
Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not
grow weary.
10 8¢ KaAOV TOLODVTEC N €YKoKOUEY, Kalp® Yap idlw Beploopey pn
ékAvdpevol.

kalp® yap iélw =...in its own proper time

[Fri] ékA0w; pres. pass. (1) physically become weary or exhausted, give out; (2)
psychologically lose heart, faint, get discouraged

ékAbw = to be washed out, totally poured out

Hebrews 10:36 For ye have need of patience [Umouovfic], that, after ye have done
the will of God, ye might receive the promise. 37 For yet a little while, and he that
shall come will come, and will not tarry.
For you have need of endurance [bTopovfic], so that when you have done the will
of God, you may receive what was promised. 37 FOR YET IN A VERY LITTLE
WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND WILL NOT DELAY.
UTOpOVRG Yap €xete ypelay v T0 BEANUe ToD Beod ToLnoovTeg
kollonoBe Ty émayyellav. 37 €tL yop pLkpOV Oo0v 000V, O éPYOULEVOC
NEeL kol o0 ypovicer:

[Fri] kopullw; middle, with a sense of receiving back as recompense or reward
get for oneself, obtain, receive (back)

in a micron [1.xpov] — will not be late, take too long [ypoviceL]

James 5:7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it,
until he receive the early and latter rain. 8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for
the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 9 Grudge not one against another, brethren,
lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door. 10 Take, my
brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of
suffering affliction, and of patience. 11 Behold, we count them happy which
endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord;
that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.
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Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for
the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and
late rains. 8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the
Lord is near. 9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you
yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door. 10
As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 We count those blessed who endured. You
have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's
dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.
MoakpoBuunowte obv, adeAdol, éwg thg Tapouoiag tod kuplov. Ldol O
yewpybg EKﬁéxewcL rbv ripLov KapmoV TAG ¥ Mok POOLLOY en’ a0T®
eu)g AaPn) ﬂpOLuov KOLL 0L|JLp0V 8 uoucpo@upnoocre Kol UPeELE, oraniocre
TG Kocpéuxg Uuwv 0TL n Tl'OCpOUOLOL T0D KUpLOU nyyucev 9 pn otevalete,
066€)L¢)0L Kot (X,)L)\.T])\.(A)V Lvee W) KpLem'e L60L 0 Kerng 1Tp0 TOV Bupv
€otnkev. 10 UTodeLypo Aofete, adeddol, The kakomadieg kol Thg
pocKpoeup,iocc; Tobg ﬂpod)ﬁwg oL éko'cknoow &V TR (’)Vépom Kupiou 11 ’Léoi)
uocKochCouev TOUC Uﬂopewowrocg 1% Uﬂopovnv ’IwB nKouoocre KOCL 70
TELOC KUPLOU €ldete, OTL MOADOTAMYYVOC €0TLY O KUPLOG Kol OLKTLPHWY.

[Thayer] pakpoBupie; lit. to suffer evil — patience, endurance, constancy,
steadfastness, perseverance; especially as shown in bearing troubles and ills.

[Thayer] pakpoBupéw; lit. from pakpog and Ouudc; to be of a long spirit, not to
lose heart, hence: to persevere patiently and bravely in enduring misfortunes
and troubles

A.T. Robertson: Jam 5:7 - Be patient therefore (makrothumésate oun). late
compound from makrothumos (makros, thumos, of long spirit, not losing heart). The
appeal is to the oppressed brethren. Catch your wind for a long race (long-tempered as
opposed to short-tempered). They will need both submission (hupomend 5:11) and
steadfastness (makrothumia 5:10). Until the coming of the Lord (heéds tés
parousias). The second coming of Christ he means. The husbandman (ho geérgos).
The worker in the ground (gé, ergé). Waiteth for (ekdechetai). Present middle
indicative of ekdechomai, old verb for eager expectation. Precious (timion). Old
adjective from timé (honor, price), dear to the farmer because of his toil for it. . Being
patient over it (makrothumén ep' autéi). Present active participle of makrothume6 just
used in the exhortation, picturing the farmer longing and hoping over his precious crop
(cf. Lu 18:7 of God). Until it receive (heds labéi). Temporal clause vividly describing
the farmer's hopes and patience. The early and latter rain (proimon kai opsimon).
These terms for the early rain in October or November for the germination of the grain,
and the latter rain in April and May for maturing the grain.

[BDAG] ékdéxount; to remain in a place or state and await an event or the
arrival of someone, expect, wait — to “hold out”

Isaiah 40:31 But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk,
and not faint.
Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; They will mount up with
wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become
weary.

22. THE "COPY CAT” TEST
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Ephesians 5:1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 2 And walk in
love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. 3 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or
covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints; 4 Neither
filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving
of thanks. 5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and
of God. 6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things
cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 7 Be not ye therefore
partakers with them.
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as
Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to
God as a fragrant aroma. 3 But immorality or any impurity or greed must not
even be named among you, as is proper among saints; 4 and there must be no
filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of
thanks. 5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or
covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these
things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do
not be partakers with them;
YiveoBe odv piuntal Tod Beod W¢ Tékvo dyomnTa 7 Ut odv yiveoBe
ouppéToxoL adT@y:

Hebrews 6:11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to
the full assurance of hope unto the end: 12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of
them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the
full assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you will not be sluggish, but
imltators of those who through faith and patience |nher|t the promises.
12 Tvo un vwbpol yevnoee utunwl. ot TV S mloTewg kol
HokpoBuplag kAnpovouolvtwy Tag Emoyyeilag.

a. Who determines for me the standards by which | govern my life?

Romans 12:1 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable [rational, logical, thought-out] service. 2 And be not [stop being]
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
Therefore | urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual [rational,
logical, thought-out] service of worship. 2 And do not be [stop being] conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may
prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
[opokad® odv Upag, adeddol, S TV olkTLPP@Y Tod Oeod mapaoThonl
T oduam VLY Guoiocv {Qoay oyloy euo'cpeorov o) 96(1) Ty koyLKhV
Aatpeloy DRV 2 KOCL UM ouoxnp.ocuCeoee rw ocLooVL 100TW, aMux
pewp,opcl)ovoee ] owocKocwwOEL rou 100G €LC ro 60KLpocCew VUOC TL TO
BEANUe ToD BeoD, TO dyabor kol €DOPECTOV Kal TEAELOV.

Here, this age
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N.B. The word world is used almost 250 times in the Scriptures. When not used
in reference to the physical, material world in which we lived, it almost always
refers to the world of men in their sinful, unregenerated condition.

Paraphrase (vs. 2) and stop allowing yourself to be poured into the mold of
conformity to the specific age and culture in which you are living; but rather, in
contradistinction, be being completely and utterly changed (transformed) in
character and life and this by means of a complete change in how you view and
think about things (your process of thinking). The specific purpose of all of this is
that you might publicly demonstrate in your life the validity of those pleasures,
plans and purposes of God which are in the truest sense of the word, good,
pleasing and morally and spiritually, (they are) totally fulfilling.

2 Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world [«iGvoc] hath blinded the minds
[thinking, thought processes, understanding] of them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them.
in whose case the god of this world [exi&vroc] has blinded the minds [thinking,
thought processes, understanding] of the unbelieving so that they might not
see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
év olc 6 Bedc oD aldrog Toltov éTVPAwOer T VoruaTa TRV dTlotwy
€lg TO0 un adyaowl TOV GWTLOPOY ToD ebayyedlov ThHg 80ENg ToD
XpLotod, 0¢ €0TLY €ikwy Tob 0e€od.

John 14:30 Hereafter | will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world
cometh, and hath nothing in me.
"l will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and
he has nothing in Me;
OUKETL TOAAX AwANOW Wed” VUQV, €pyetol yop O oD kOoPov dpywyr: Kol
€V €uol olk €xeL oUSEV,
Galatians 6:14 But God forbid that | should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and | unto the world.
But may it never be that | would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and | to the world.
€UOL 8¢ pn YEVoLTo KowydoBul €L pn €V ¢ otaup@ ToD KLPLOL MGV
'Inood XpLatod, 81” 0D €uol KOOWLoG €0TaOPWTEL KAY®W KOOWG).

b. Have | as a Christian been absorbed into the world?

Philippians 2:15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as
lights in the world,;
so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among
whom you appear as lights in the world,
v yéunoBe duepmtol kal aképaiot, tékve Beod dpwpe péoov yeveig
OKOALAG Kol SLeOTpoppévNe, €V olg dalvesBe ¢ pwotfipec €V KOOUW,

Ephesians 5:11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but
rather reprove them.
Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose
them:;
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Kol [T) OLYKOLVWVELTE TOLG €PYOLG TOLG GkapTmoLg oD okdtoug, LiaAlov
ot kol EAEyyere.

T ovykoLvwrelte = stop sharing in common with, having partnership with
uaAlov 8¢ kol EAéyyete = Instead of commonality, convicting them

Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit,
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 9 For
in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty
deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary
principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 9 For in Him all the
fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,
BAETETE PN TLC LRAC €oTecl O oLAYWYRY SLe ThHE PLAiocodlag kol Kevc
ATETNG KAT THY TepadooLy TV avdpwTwy, Kotk To oToLyele ToD
KOOLOU Kal 00 kotd XpLoTtov: 9 0TL €V alT® KATOLKEL TV TO TANPWHN
TR¢ B€0TNTOC OWUATLKAC,

[Fri] ouAywyéw literally carry off (as) booty or captive; rob; figuratively, of
victimizing or brainwashing someone with religious error or false teaching take
control of, lead astray, prey on someone spiritually

James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit
the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from
the world.
Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit
orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the
world.
Bpnokelo kobopa kol Guiertog Tepd T@ Be@d kol Tatpl altn €otiv,
emLokenteoBul Opdarole kal ynpag év th BALYeL adtdv, domilov
€xLTOV TNPELY 4md Tod KOoOU.

2 Peter 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that
by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped [fled from] the
corruption [moral decay] that is in the world through lust.
For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so
that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped
[fled from] the corruptlon [moral decay] that is in the world by Iust
SL OV T TLULO Kol HEYLOTO nuw Eﬂayyeku(xw 666wpnwL vo 6Loc
ToUTWY Yévnode Oelag kKoLvwrol ploewe dmoduyovteg Thc €V T6) KOOUK
é&v émbBuuly pOopac.

¢ Areas of concern: dress, attitude, speech, goals, thinking, emotions, etc.

c. Am | a follower or am | a leader in my relationships with the world?

¢ Light is highly visible

Matthew 5:14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot
be hid.
"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;
“Yueic €ote 10 @ 10D kOopov. o dlvatal TOALS kpuBfral ETavw
OpoOVC KELUEVT)
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¢ The purpose of light is to give light — to be seen! That which the light
exposes depends wholly upon what is really there.

Luke 11:33 No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a secret place,
neither under a bushel, but on a candlestick, that they which come in may see
the light.
"No one, after lighting a lamp, puts it away in a cellar nor under a basket, but
on the lampstand, so that those who enter may see the light.
O06elg AVyvov g elg kpOTINY TiBNoLY 006€ LTO TOV POSLOV GAL’
€L TNV Auyviav, Tva ol elomopeuduevol T0 GGO¢ PAETWOLY.

John 17:15 | pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou
shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as | am not
of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou
hast sent me into the world, even so have | also sent them into the world.
"l do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil
one. 16 "They are not of the world, even as | am not of the world. 17
"Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 18 "As You sent Me into the
world, | also have sent them into the world.
o0k €pwT® tra &png (take up out of) wdTolg ék T0D KOOWOL, GAL Tva
PeNong adtolg €k tod movnpod. 16 ék ToD kOOUoL 00k €LoLY KOBWE EYL
odk elpl & tod kdopou. 17 ayleoov wdtolg év T dAnBele: 6 Adyoc O
00¢ GANBeL €0TLY. 18 KaBwe Eue QTEoTELANG €L TOV KOOHOV, KAy
dméotelda adTOVG €lg TOV kdopov:

Not “out of the world” but “out of the evil” — rather sent into the world.

N.B. We are not sent into the world to imitate our world but to reflect Christ to
our world. It is the dynamic of God’s Word in our lives that creates within us the
integrity needed to represent God to our world.

¢ The purpose of our being in the world . . .

Paul before Agrippa: Acts 26:15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am
Jesus whom thou persecutest. 16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared
unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things
which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; 17
Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,
18 [1]To open their eyes [the Gentiles], and [2] to turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, [3] that they may receive
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith
that is in me.
to open their eyes [the Gentiles] so that they may turn from darkness to
light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been
sanctified by faith in Me.'
avoléal 0pOuALoLE abT®Y, ToD émLotpélit &mO okOTOVE €l PO Kol
Tfic €€ovolag ToD Datowd €ml Tov Bedv, tod AwPely adtoig dbdeoLy
QUEPTLOY Kol KARPOV €V Tol¢ MYLUOUEVOLS TLOTEL TH €l €.

[1] Open their eyes
[BDAG] dvolyw
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1. to move something from a shut or closed position
2. to render something readily accessible, open
3. to disclose contents by opening, open
4. to remove an obstruction, open
5. to cause to function, open, trans., of bodily parts
a. mouth b. eyes c. ears d. heart,
6. to be in a state of openness, be open
7. to be candid, be open

¢ The consequence of our being leaders — setting the pace — instead of
following:

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet,
moved with [godly] fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house [for the
purpose of saving his family]; by the which he condemned the world, and
became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.
By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence
prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned
the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to
faith.
ITioteL Xpnuocuo@ag Nwe TepL m)v pnéeﬂw Bkmouevwv EU)LocBnGELc;
KOCTEOK€UOLOEV KLBwrov €lg owrnpuxv rou otkou a0tod &L’ ng
KOTEKpLVEY TOV KOOLOV, Kol TAC Kot TLOTLY SLKaLOOUYNG EYEVETO
KAT|POVOUOG.

A.T. Robertson: Moved with godly fear (eulabéthé). First aorist passive
indicative of eulabeomai, old verb from eulabés (from eu and labein, to take hold
well or carefully), to act circumspectly or with reverence

Westcott: His faith was visibly presented to the eyes of his contemporaries
by the construction of the ark. Through this then he condemned the
unbelieving world, as witnessing to the divine destruction which was to come
upon them in just recompense for their deeds. . . . “condemned” (imperfect) —
describes the constant significance of his action.

Lenski: Noah’s condemnation of the world is not so much Noah’s as it is
God'’s through Noah and his faith.

NOTE: This condemnation of Noah’s culture was not a personal elevation
of himself above his peers. It powerfully and directly brought to light the
personal confrontation of his kosmos against God!

Our Lord Jesus Christ found Himself in just this same relationship to His
world:
John 15:18 If the world hate [detest, abhor] you, ye know [yLvwokete] that
it hated me before it hated you. 19 If ye were of the world, the world would
love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but | have chosen you out
of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 20 Remember the word that |
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said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have
persecuted me, they will also persecute yous; if they have kept my saying,
they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things will they do unto you for my
name's sake, because they know [0i8aaLv] not him that sent me. 22 If |
had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they
have no cloke [excuse] for their sin. 23 He that hateth me hateth my Father
also. 24 If | had not done among them the works which none other man did,
they had not had sin: but now have they both seen [perf.] and hated [perf.]
both me and my Father. 25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be
fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause [dwpeav-
gratuitously]
Ei 0 KOOOG Upocg pLOEL ywworcefe O’EL epe ﬂpwrov Upwv
ueuLonKev 19 EL €k ToD Koopou nre o Koopog av 1O L6Lov ed)LKEL
OTL 8¢ €k ToD KOOUOUL OVK €OTE, ocM EYW e&ekeiocpnv UG €k TOD
Koopou 6Loc rovro pLGEL Up.OCQ 0 koopog. 20 pvnpoveuere rou koyou
ou ey(o elTov Upw Ok €otLy 60U)Log pa(wv T0D KUpLOU ®0TOD. EL
eue eéuo&ow Kol Upocq SLwdéovoLy: el TOV Aoyov LoV ernpnoow Kol
rov uperepov rnpnoouow 21 aAAo TodTo mxvm 1TOLT]00UOLV €lg
UMaC L TO Ovope. Wov, 0TL o0k otdaoiy TOv Téuavtd pe. 22 €l un
fAbov kol édainon adtole, apapTioay olk €lyoowr: viv &¢ mpodaoLy
o0k €youoLy Tepl TAC apaptTiag adTOY. 23 O EUE ULOOV Kol TOV
TOTEPX 0L ULOEL. 24 €l To épye un €moinoe €v adTolg & 0USELC
&ALOG €Tolnoey, auoptior olk elyooar: ViV 8¢ Kol EWPOKNOLY Kol
HEULONKOOLY Kol €UE Kol TOV Tatépe pov. 25 4AL’ Tva TANpwdh o
AOY0C O €V T) VoUW aOTOV yeypoaupévog 0t ‘Eulonoar pe dwpeav.

Genesis 6:8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 9 These are the
generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations,
and Noah walked with God.
But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 9 These are the records
of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his
time; Noah walked with God.

¢ What is involved if we chose to be leaders rather than followers of our
culture?

1 John 5:4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory
that has overcome the world-- our faith.
OTL TaV TO yeyevvnuévor ék tod Beod vikd Tov koopov: kel altn
€OTLV 1) VIKM T) VIKNOQOK TOV KOOUOV, 1) TLOTLE HUGV.

Confidence in the integrity of God is foundational to a conquering life!

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him [well]: for he that
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him.
xwplg &€ Tlotewe dddvatov edapeothical: mLotedowL yip Sel TOV
TpocepyOuevov T¢ Bl OTL éoTLy kel Tolg éx{nrodowy adTov
HLoBamoddtne yivetol.
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THE CHALLENGE: Be becoming imitators of God and Christ. ..

Ephesians 5:1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 7 Be not ye
therefore partakers with them.
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 7 Therefore do not be
partakers with them;
YiveoBe odv piuntal Tod Beod w¢ Tékvo dyomnTa 7 Ut odv yiveoBe
ouppéToyxoL adT@y:

The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis

What is it that makes our imitation, mimicking of Christ genuine, not “make
believe™?

It must be inward — from within, not outward and superficial. It must be living
and real.

When His life becomes incorporated as a part of our lives. How this
happens:

1. By new birth.

2. By incorporating the Word of God, the Bible into our lives in a substantive
way

-Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
T00T0 ppovelte €V LUV 0 kol év XpLote ‘Inood,
[GING] ¢poveite fr. ppovéw verb imperative present active 2nd
person plural = to think, hold or form an opinion, judge

3. By a continuing series of right and good life choices:
to deny selfishness
and fill our lives with the love of Christ.

4. By a continual filling of the Holy Spirit.

¢ The determining factor as to whether we are leaders or followers of our
culture — a conscious choice as to what we will give or exchange our lives!

Mark 8:34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also,
he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross, and follow me. 35 For whosoever will [desires to] save his life shall
lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same
shall save it. 36 For what shall it profit [benefit, accomplish] a man, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul [life]? 37 Or what shall a man give in
exchange [trade] for his soul [life]?

. El 1tic Béder OTlow pov akoAouBely, amaprynoaobw €xvtor Kol
APUT®W TOV 0TaupOY adToD Kal GkoAouBelTw poL. 35 0¢ Yop v BEAN
T uyny adtod odoal GmoAécel abTry: 0¢ 6 Av GmoAéoel thy Yuymy
o0ToD éveker €uod kal tod edayyedlov owoel adtV. 36 TL yop WPeAel
avbpwmov kepdfigal TOV koopov Olov kal {MuLwdfver thy buymy adtod;
37 tl yap 60l awbpwtog dvtdileyue the Yuyfc edtod;



Page 59

[Fri] Yruy,; a many-sided word with the meaning derived from the context;
Here: earthly existence in contrast to supernatural existence life, natural life,
one's life on earth

Philippians 2:30 Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not
regarding [exposing to danger] his life, to supply your lack of service
toward me.
because he came close to death for the work of Christ, risking his life to
complete what was deficient in your service to me.

OTL 6L TO epyov XpLOTOU pexpt Bavatou fyyLoey
TrocpocBo)Leuoocpevoc; ) buxf , v avemAnpw on T0 VPOV
VOTEPMUK TAC TPOC e kemoupywcg
Romans 16: 3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus 4 Who
have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only | give
thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles.
3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus 4 who for
my life risked their own necks, to whom not only do | give thanks, but
also all the churches of the Gentiles;
4 OL’ELVEQ D‘ITEp rnc; tpuxng pov TOV eocum)v rpaxnkov UTTE@T]KOW
0l 0UK &YW HOVOg €DYapLOT® GAAX Kol TRooL ol EKKANOLEL TRV
eevwv

Paraphrase: **what is the benefit if a man should acqwre by investment the
entire world and suffer the damage of losing his life 3" or what will a man give
away in trade [bargain, barter, swap] for his life? (the temporal for the eternal)

NOTE WELL: All of life is an exercise in trading away our lives for
something else. No one can avoid this exercise. The life traded away can
never be retrieved — gotten back. It is gone forever! The question is the
value received for the trade and the resulting consequences on ourselves
and others.

1 John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of
the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world,
the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of
the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the
Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and also its
lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.
M1 dyemite TOV KOOUOV unde T €V TG KOOWW. €AV TLC GyoTd TOV
KOOWOV, OUK €0TLV T) ayamm ToD Tatpog év adt®: 16 OTL Tav TO &V
TG KOOWw, T) €mLBuple T oopkog kol 1) EmTLOURL TAY OOUALGY
kel M aAadovele oD Blov, odk €oTLy ék TOD TATPOC AL’ €k TOD
KOOWOL €0Tiv. 17 kal 0 kOOWog mapdyetal kol 1 émbupic adtod, O
d¢ moLRV TO BéANue oD Beod pével €ig TOV aldva.

Moral, Material, and Mental worlds
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Paraphrase '"The world is passing away before our very eyes (going out of
existence never to return) and, with it, all of its passions and pleasures — but
the one engaging in the pleasures of God is remaining on into the ages.

23. THE VOLUNTARY SLAVERY TEST

a. Am | willing to give up that which | cannot keep to gain that which | cannot lose?

1 Corinthians 9:/4 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel
should live of the gospel. 15 But I have used none of these things: neither have I
written these things, that it should be so done unto me: for it were better for me to die,
than that any man should make my glorying void. 16 For though I preach the gospel, I
have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach
not the gospel! 17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my
will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. 18 What is my reward then?
Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge,
that I abuse not my power in the gospel. 19 For though | be free from all men, yet
have | made myself servant unto all, that | might gain the more. 20 And unto the
Jews | became as a Jew, that | might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law,
as under the law, that | might gain them that are under the law; 21 To them that are
without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to
Christ,) that | might gain them that are without law. 22 To the weak became | as
weak, that | might gain the weak: | am made all things to all men, that | might by all
means save some. 23 And this | do for the gospel's sake, that | might be
partaker thereof with you.
14 So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from
the gospel. 15 But I have used none of these things. And I am not writing these
things so that it will be done so in my case; for it would be better for me to die
than have any man make my boast an empty one. 16 For if I preach the gospel, I
have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not
preach the gospel. 17 For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; but if against
my will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me. 18 What then is my reward? That,
when I preach the gospel, I may offer the gospel without charge, so as not to make
full use of my right in the gospel. 19 For though | am free from all men, | have
made myself a slave to all, so that | may win more. 20 To the Jews | became
as a Jew, so that | might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the
Law though not being myself under the Law, so that | might win those who are
under the Law; 21 to those who are without law, as without law, though not being
without the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that | might win those who
are without law. 22 To the weak | became weak, that | might win the weak; |
have become all things to all men, so that | may by all means save some. 23 |
do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that | may become a fellow
partaker of it.
EA€00epog yop GV &k TavTwy TRoLY €uautor €8o0Awon, Tro Tolg
mhelovog kepdnow: 20 kal €yevouny toic Tovdatoig we Tovdulog, Tvu
Tovdolovg kepdow: TOTC VTO VOUOV (¢ LTO VOUOV, N QY a0TOC LTO
popov, tra ToLg LTO VYORoV Kepdow:' 21 TOLG GVOUOLE WG BVOWOC, UT) OV
dvopog Beod aAL’ €vvopog XpLotod, e kepdovw ToLG GVooug: 22
eyevouny Ttolg aobevéoLy obevnc, Trva tolg aoPevelc kepdnow: Tolg
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TOOLY Yéyovo TAVTE, Ve TEVTWE TLVEG 0WOW. 23 TovTe 8¢ ToL® dui TO
eboyyédov, tva avykoLvwrog adtod yévwpol.
Paraphrase: '°for being free from (éx) everyone, | enslaved myself to everyone
— the purpose — that | might acquire through this investment of my life, many
more

[Thayer] éx; of any kind of separation or dissolution of connection with a
thing or person

[BDAG] kepdaivw = to acquire by effort or investment, to gain.
Examples:

The Jews — under law

Those outside of the law

The weak

All men, whoever they might be

Paraphrase: 2/ am doing all these things (I am living this way) with a purpose in
mind — for the cause of the gospel, specifically in order that | may become a
Joint-participant in it — its message and powerful impact on the lives of others.

b. Am | willing to follow in the footsteps of my Savior?

Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who,
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in
the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9 Wherefore God also
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth;
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although
He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being
made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the
name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE
WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
rom‘o d)poveu'e €v Upw 0 KOLL v Xptorw ’Inoov 6 0¢ €v p,opd)n Beod
umxpxwv ol ocpmxypov nynoocro ro ewou, Too 0e®, 7 aArn eowrov
EKEVWOEY LopPMY 800A0L AaBWV, €V OUOLWUATL ow@pwm)v Yevoueroc:
Kol OXMUeTL €VPedelc ¢ Grdpwmog 8 ETamelvwoey €quTOV YEVOUEVOG
UTMK00C WéxpL Bavatov, Bavatov 8¢ otavpod. 9 810 kol 6 Beog wdTOV
LTepUPwoer kol €xaploato adT® T0 Ovope to LTEP MYy Ovopw, 10 Tva
ev 16 Ovopatt ‘Inood may yovu kaulr Emovpariwy Kel EmLyelwy Kol
Kooy OovLwy

¢ Choices the Lord Jesus Made — on our behalf

Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who,
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made
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himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is
above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;

¢ 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,

¢ 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God a thing to be grasped,

¢ 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in
the likeness of men.

¢+ 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

tolTOo d)povewe ev U}.LLV 0 KOCL ev Xptorw Inoou 6 O¢ év p,opd)n
eeou UTrocpxow ol ocpmxypov NYNO0TO TO ELVOCL Looc Bew, 7 QAL
EUTOV EKEVWOEY HopdNY 60VA0L AdPWY, €V OLOLWUNTL av@p(mm)v
YEVOUEVog: 8 kol oyMUaTL €VPedelg W¢ AvOpWTOC ETaTELVWOOEY
€UTOV YEVOUEVOC DTMKOOG HEXPL Bavatou, Bovdtou ¢ aTavpod.

[GING] mind = dpovéw think, hold or form an opinion, judge; have thoughts or
attitudes, be minded or disposed; way of thinking, disposition, attitude

NOTE: Our Lord Jesus Christ made personal choices
Vs. 6 NASB

1. He deliberately chose not to forcefully hold on to that which was rightfully His
— equality with God! Even though He was, in essence, God.

Vs. 7 NASB
2. He deliberately chose to empty Himself — of Himself.
3. He deliberately chose to take on the function and life role of a bond slave.

4. He deliberately chose to assume human flesh and become like us — except
for our sin.

Vs. 8 NASB
5. He deliberately chose to humble and humiliate Himself.

6. He deliberately chose to become obedient (regardless of the consequences)
— and He chose the extent of that obedience — death on the cross.

Is this how we think?
NOTE: the outcome was unspeakably glorious!

Philippians 2:9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a
name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the
earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess (€€opoloynontol) that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the
name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus
EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess (€£opoloynontat)
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
810 kol 0 Beog adTOV LTEPUPWoEY Kal €XapLoato adTE TO OVop
10 UTEp Tav Ovope, 10 Tva év 1@ ovouatt 'Inood may yovu
K Emovparviny kol émLyelwr kol koteyfoviwy 11 kol maoo
YAQoow €Eoporoynontal 0tL kUpLog ‘Incode XpLotog elg d0fav
Bcod TaTpocC.

The ultimate choice . . . will we be His disciple?

Luke 14:25 And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said
unto them, 26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and
wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he
cannot be my disciple. 27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come
after me, cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower,
sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to
finish it? 29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish
it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 30 Saying, This man began to build, and
was not able to finish. 31 Or what king, going to make war against another king,
sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to
meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or else, while the
other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions
of peace. 33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he
hath, he cannot be my disciple.
Now large crowds were going along with Him; and He turned and said to
them, 26 "If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and
mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his
own life, he cannot be My disciple. 27 "Whoever does not carry his own
cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 28 "For which one of you,
when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the
cost to see if he has enough to complete it? 29 "Otherwise, when he has laid
a foundation and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him,
30 saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.' 31 "Or what
king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down
and consider whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to
encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 "Or else,
while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of
peace. 33 "So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give up
all his own possessions.
ZUVEﬂopeuovro s owm) ox)LOL ToAAOL, KOLL orpocd)ag eiﬂev ﬂpog
owroug, 26 EL TLG epxemL TTpOQ e KOLL ou p,LOEL rov mxrepoc €VTOD
KOLL rnv pnrepa KOCL ™y ywocu«x Kol roc TEKVOL KOCL TOUG aéekd)oug
Kol TOG AOeAdaC €TL Te kol Ty YPuymy €avtod, o dlvatal elvol
oL padnTng. 27 dotLc ol Paotalel TOV owupbv exvtod Kol €pyeto
OTLow Wov, o0 dvatol elval pou Ladntnc. 28 tic yop €€ UGV
BELwY TOpYoV oikodoufionl olyl mpdtov keblong Undiler thy
dodvny, €l éxer elg amaptLopor; 29 Tva unmote Bévtog adtod
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Bepédior kel un Loybovtog ékTedéonl Tavteg ol Bewpoduteg
apEwrtal adte éumallely 30 Aéyovtec OtL Oltog 6 &vbpwmog fpEuto
olkodopely kol o0k Toyvoer ékteAéont. 31 ) TLG PaoLiele
TOPEVOUEVOC €TEPW PaoLAel oupPaAely €lg TOAepor oyl

el dvratdc E0TLY €V 8éka YLALKOLY LTowTHool
Q uer& E’I’.KOOL XLALOOWY épxopévw em’ ocl’)rév 32 E’L 8¢ un Y€, €TL
owrou Troppu) ovTog Trpeoﬁeww omoorakocg EPWTR TO TTpOQ ELpnvnv
33 ourwg obv Tilg ¢t Upwv og 00K 4TOTHOOETIL TIROLY TOLG €XVLTOD
UTAPYOLOLY 00 SUvaTL €lvel Pou pednTng.

The cross is an instrument of great suffering and death for sin. Itis the
gateway to personal ministry. Every believer possesses a cross. The
question is whether or not he will carry it as his own.

[BDAG] émotaooetal 1. to express a formal farewell, say farewell (to),
take leave (of) 2. to renounce interest in something, renounce, give up

vmapyovoLy = that which is at one’s disposal

See notes on: Love, Law, Selfishness and the Crucified Life
See notes also on: The splendor of Holiness

1. THE IDENTITY TEST
a. Will it affect my identity as a child of God?

b. Is it identified in the minds of others with that which is evil or wrong — does it
communicate a wrong message about me to others?

2. THE STUMBLING TEST

a. Will it offend the conscience of a sincere Christian brother?

b. Will it cause someone whether saved or unsaved to stumble?
3. THE TESTIMONY TEST

a. Can it easily be construed to be evil or wrong?

b. Will it cast a negative shadow on the good | am doing?
4. THE EDIFYING TEST

a. Does it contribute positively to my own spiritual up-building and strength?

b. And what about others? Does it contribute positively to the up-building and strengthening

of others?
5. THE CLEAR CONSCIENCE TEST.

a. Is it doubtful?
b. Can | do it without reservation of conscience?
6. THE “OTHERS FIRST” TEST.

a. Is it pleasing (helpful, inoffensive, acceptable) to others?

b. Does it consider the feelings and welfare of others first?




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
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. THE ENSLAVEMENT TEST.

a. Is it addictive?
b. Willit bring me into bondage — slavery?

. THE GLORY OF GOD TEST.

a. Canldoit to God's glory?

b. Canldo it in the name of Christ — with His endorsement and approval?

. THE HEART MOTIVE TEST.

a. Does it come out of a pure (unmixed) heart?

b. Does it come out of pure motives?

THE LOVE TEST.
a. Does genuine concern for others prevail over rationalization (intellectual justification)?

b. Will love prevail?

THE TOTAL COMMITMENT TEST.
a. Does our love for God ultimately determine and settle every issue?

b. Is God's approval more important than anything else to us?
THE FRUIT TEST.
a. What is the product or outcome of the proposed course of conduct?

b. Are we willing to put aside the immediate for the sake of the permanent?

THE DEFRAUDING TEST.
a. Am | taking for my own pleasure that which really belongs to another?

b. Am | taking for my own pleasure at the personal expense of another —
(1) his or her purity or the sanctity of his physical body?
(2) his or her life, without a reciprocal commitment of my own life?
THE “GARBAGE IN” TEST.
a. Am | willingly participating in my own temptation or the corrupting of my own mind?

b. Am | protecting my own heart and mind in a responsible manner?
THE “TEMPLE” TEST.

a. Does it result in harm to my physical body?

b. Does it give due reverence to this “dwelling place” of the Holy Spirit?
THE INTRINSIC VALUE TEST.

a. Is it good, worthful, of significant or permanent value?

b. Is it a waste of time and effort in the light of real needs and eternal values?
THE DEFINITE COMMAND TEST.

a. Is there a command or statement of Scripture that clearly and definitely addresses the issue

in question? If so, the issue is settled once and for all!
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b. Where there is no direct reference to the issue in question, the issue must be put under the
scrutiny of the tests listed above.

18. THE EXCELLENCE TEST.

a. Does it promote and produce a spirit of excellence in all you do?

b. Does it say “quality” and “excellence” in the minds of those who observe your life?

19. THE LIBERTY TEST

a. Does it abuse legitimate and biblical personal liberty in Christ?

b. Does it subvert genuine biblical liberty with selfish and evil purposes?

20. THE SEPARATION TEST

21.

22.

23.

a. Does it result with a partnership with that which or those who are engaged
directly in evil?

b. Does it result in a direct partnership with that which honors and glorifies God?
THE LONG-HAUL (ULTIMATE OUTCOME) TEST

a. What really will be the ultimate outcome?

b. Is the outcome worth waiting for?

c¢. Am | willing to patiently wait for the desired outcome.
THE "COPY CAT” TEST

a. Who determines for me the standards by which | govern my life?

b. Have | as a Christian been absorbed into the world?

c. Am | a follower or am | a leader in my relationships with the world?
THE VOLUNTARY SLAVERY TEST

a. Am | willing to give up that which | cannot keep to gain that which | cannot lose?

b. Am | willing to follow in the footsteps of my Savior?




