Biblical Commands of Love and Unity

TEXTS:

Psalm 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity [union, unitedness]! 2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down
upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 3 As
the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there
the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity! 2 It is
like the precious oil upon the head, Coming down upon the beard, Even Aaron's
beard, Coming down upon the edge of his robes. 3 It is like the dew of Hermon
Coming down upon the mountains of Zion; For there the LORD commanded the
blessing-- life forever.

Ephesians 4:1 | therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of
the vocation wherewith ye are called, 2 With all lowliness and meekness, with
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are
called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One God and
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

Therefore |, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the

calling with which you have been called, 2 with all humility [without arrogance]

and gentleness, with **patience, ***showing tolerance [surrendering to one
another] for one another in love, 3 being diligent to preserve [guard] the unity of

the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you

were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one

God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.
[opokod® obV VPAC €yw O 8E0ULOC €V KUPLw GELWG TepLTathiont THC
KANOEWS NG EKANONTE, 2 peth moong temeLvodpooivng kol TpadtnTog, HeTh
LokpoBuuiog, &veyéuevm GAANAQY EV o’cyo’mn, 3 onouéo’c(ovrec; Tnpely rﬁv
evoTnTe ToD ﬂveup.ocrog &V TQ ovvéeop.w Th¢g apnvnc; 4 ev owpa KOLL ev
Trvevpoc Koce(og Kol €kAnOnTe ev KL eMruSL rng Kknoewg Upwv 5 €lg KUpLOQ,
uux moug, v Bomuopa 6 €l¢ Be0¢ kol TUTNHP TAVTWY, 0 €TL TAVTWY Kol
SL0 TAVTWY Kol €V TAoLY.

**goucgoevgéw = fr. long + passion = to be of a long spirit = patient endurance or
self-restraint which does not hastily retaliate a wrong, as opposed to wrath or
revenge

“*guéxw = to hold up one's hands in fight; also in token of defeat:-to ift up the hands
in prayer
John 13:34 A new commandment | give unto you, That ye Jove one another; as |
have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that ye
are my dISCIp|eS if ye have _o_e_o_ejg_mojne_r
EVTOATY Koty SidwuL Uiy, e dyemdte aAAfAove, kaBwe Hydmnoe dudg Tvo
kel DUele dyamite dAAHAOLG. 35 €V TOUTW YVWOOVTHL TUVTeg OTL €hol dadntal
€aTE, €0V QYO €XNTE €V AAANAOLC.
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John 15:12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as | have loved
you. 13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever | command you. 17 These things | command
you, that ye love one another.
aUTn €0TLY 1) EVTOAT 1) éun), ve dyam@ite GAAAOLG KaBWe Nydmnoo Duag. 13
netlove, TadTng ayammy obdelg €xel, Tva Tig Ty Yuyny adtod 87 vmep TV
PLAwy avtod. 14 Vel GpLAoL pol éote €éxv TOLATE O €y EVTEALOMOL LMLV, 17
toedtee Evtéddopo Dply, tve dyerite dAAMAOLC.

INTRODUCTION
There are two very clear and very important commands in the New Testament:
1. Separation from unbelievers and disobedient believers in local church ministry.

2. Love for and unity with true believers who walk obediently to the clear commands of
scripture.

NOTE:

1. These two commands do not in any way contradict one another. (see Sidwell,
Dividing Line, p. 24)

The Relationship Between Holiness and Love

Remember that we are exploring whether holiness and love are opposites that we must
balance against each other as we formulate our principles of separation. We have defined
our terms: holiness is a difference from the world that identifies us with God in
opposition to Satan, and love is a self-sacrificing commitment to act in the highest
interest of those we love. Once we understand these terms, we can see that there is no
reason to limit either of them. Is there a degree of Godlike holiness beyond which it is
harmful to go? Can we be too much like God and too little like the world? Regarding
love, can we be so willing to sacrifice for the sake of others that we displease God or
harm someone? Obviously, there is no limitation to be placed upon these virtues of
holiness and love, and we will spend our Christian lives continually growing in our
exercise of them. In fact, we really can equate them with sinlessness. To the extent that
we are like God, we do not sin. To the extent that we strive unselfishly to press forward
toe work of God in peoples lives, we do not sin. If holiness and love, properly
understood equate with sinlessness, then we can see that we must place no limit on either.

2. These two commands must be kept in balance.
e There is a natural tension between them.

e We breath out of two lungs at the same time — Balance is not compromise! It
is our God-given responsibility.

3. Holiness is the goal — Love is how we get there!
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UNITY DEFINED
Biblical words and expressions describing unity.

Love one another (15+3)

John 13:34 A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one another; as |
have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that
ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
EVTOAMY KoLV SLdwUL DULY, Tva dyomdte dAANAOLE, KoOWE MydTNON
UUac Tva kol Upele Gyamdte dAAAOVG. 35 €V TOUTW YVWOOVTHL TUVTES
OTL €uol padntal €ote, € qydmmy éxnre év GAAHAOLC.

John 15:12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as | have loved
you. 17 These things | command you, that ye love one another.
aUTN €0TLY N EVTOAN 1) €un), va dyamiite GAAAOLE KaBWE NYOTNOK VUAC.
17 todto evtérdopat DULy, va dyomdte dAANAOLC.
Romans 12:10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in
honour preferring one another;
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another
in honor;
0 pLAndeddly eig dAAnAoug dLAdoTopyor, TH TLUf &AANAoLG
TPONYOUUEVOL,

Romans 13:8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth
another hath fulfilled the law.
Mndevl undev ddeliete €l un T0 GAAAOLG dyemdy: O Yop ayam@dy TOV
€TepoV VOOV TETANPWKED.

Galatians 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty
for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.
“Yuelc yop €m édcuBepla éxAnONTe, ddeAdol: povor Ut tny éicubeplov
elc adopuny Th oopkl, GAAe Sue Thg dydmmg dovAedete GAANAOLG.

1 Thessalonians 3:12 And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one
toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you:
UUac 6€ 0 KUpLOG TAcovaonl kol TepLooebonl TR dyamn elg dAAHAOLG Kol
€lg mavTeg kodoTep Kal MUELS €lg LHAC,

1 Thessalonians 4:9 But as touching brotherly love ye need not that | write unto you:
for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.
Ilepl 6¢ thg dLAmdeAdlog ol ypelav €xete ypodely VULV, adTol Yap UUELG
Beodidaktol &ote eig TO dyamay GAAHAOUC,

1 Peter 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the
Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a
pure heart fervently:
Tog Puyag VUGV Nyvikoteg év Th LTakof) The aAndelag eic dpLindeidlov
aUuToOKpLTOV, €k [KaBapdc] kopdlag AAANAOUG YTNONTE EKTEVHG

1 John 3:11 For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we
should love one another. 23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe
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on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us
commandment
o % ) \ () ’ 3 5 ’ s 4 -~ e ) ~
Ot altn €oTiv M Gyyeile NV fkovoate am apyfc, o dyomduey
GAAMAoLG, 23 kal alTtn €0TLY 1) €VTOAT adToD, Lro TLOTEVoWUEY TG
ovopatL tod viod adtod Incod Xprotod kol Gyemduer &AANAOLE, KoOWG
€dwKeY EVTOATY ULV,

1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought
also to love one another. 12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one
another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.
Ayamrol, Gyorduer @AAAovg, 6tL 1) dyarm ék tod Beod €otLy, Kol TaC
0 ayam®dv ék ToD Beod yeyévvmtol Kol YLvwokel tov 0eov. 11 "Ayommrot,
el oUTwe 0 Be0¢ NyaTMoer NUAC, kKol TUELC Opelioper dAANAOLG GyoTay.
12 BeOv 00deLC TWTOTE TEBENTHL. €V AYATOREY GAANAOLE, O OeOC Ev MLV
HEVEL KoL M &y odToD €V MUY TETEAELWHEVT E0TLV.

2 John 1:5 And now | beseech thee, lady, not as though | wrote a new
commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love
one another.
kel VOV €pwtd o€, kuple, 00) W EVTOANY Kalvny Ypadwy ool GAAX Ny
elyoper &’ apyfc, v dyetduer &AAnAoug.
Mark 12:31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.
devtépa altr, "Ayamoelg Tov TANGLlov cov W¢ cexvtov. pell{wry TolTWY
®AAT) €EVTOAT OVK €0TLV.

1 John 4:21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God
love his brother also.
Kol To0TNY TV EvToAny éxouer am’ adTod, lve 6 ayamdy Tov Bedv dyomd
kol TOV adeAdpov adTod.
The unity of the spirit (1)

Ephesians 4:3 Endeavouring [being diligent] to keep [guard] the unity [oneness] of
the Spirit in the bond [chains] of peace.
omovdaovteg TNPELY THY evdtnTe ToD TYeDPNTOC €V TQ) CUVSEoUW THC
elprvng:
Peace (4)

Ephesians 4:3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
omovdaoVTEC TNPELY TNV €VOTNTI TOD TVEUUNTOC €V TG CUVSECH THC
elprvne:

Romans 14:19 Let us therefore follow [pursue] after the things which make for

peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.

Gpo o0V Te ThC elpnyng SLKWUeY kol To ThHC olkodoufic Th¢ €ig
aAANAOLC.

2 Corinthians 13:11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of
one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.
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AoLTov, (X6€)L¢OL Xoctpere KocrocprLCeoee mxpoucockemee ro ®0TO
d)povewe elpnedete, kal 0 Be0¢ Thg ayamng kal elpnung €otal ped’
VUGV,

Hebrews 12:14 Follow [pursue] peace with all men, and holiness, without which
no man shall see the Lord:
Eilpfivny Sukete petd Tovtwr kol TOV GyLXopor, ob ywple o0deLg
OPetal TOV KUPLOY,

No divisions (o) Loue) among you (2)

1 Corinthians 1:10 Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among
you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same
judgment.
Hopokadd ¢ Uu&g, ocﬁekd)oi 6L& 70D ovéuarog Tob Kupiou LAV Inoof)
XpLotob, woc ro ®0TO keynre Trowreg Kol p.n n & Up.w oylouete, fre &¢
KGTNPTLOREVOL €V T¢) alT® Vol kol év T alTh yrwun.

1 Corinthians 12:24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the
body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked: 25
That there should be no schism [division] in the body; but that the members
should have the same care one for another
T0, O¢ evoxnpovoc npwv o0 Xpeuxv €xeL. GAA o Beog OUVEKepocoev 70
OWUE TG UOfepoupevw Tl'EpLOOOTEpOLV doug TLuny, 251 LVO(. p.n Q) oxlope &v
TG OWUETL GAAX TO ®0TO UTEP GAANAWY HEPLUVOOLY T HEAN.

One body (physical), (5)

Romans 12:4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have
not the same office [function]:
keBamep yop €V €Vl OWUATL TOAAX HEAN €YOUeV, To &€ WEAT TavTe O
Y adTNY €xeL TPaELY,
Romans 12:5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members
one of another.
oUTw¢ Ol ToAAOL €V odud éopev év XpLoty, 10 6¢ kabd’ €lg aAAAwY
LEAN.
Romans 12:5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members
one of [into] another.
oUTw¢ Ol ToAAOL €V odud éopev év XpLoty, 10 6¢ kb’ €lg dAAGAWY
LEAT.

1 Corinthians 12:12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the

members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.
KaBamep yop TO 0GUe €V E0TLY Kol WEAT) TOAAL €xeL, TAVTo &€ TO WEAT
70D OWWETOG TOAAX OVTa €V €0TLY 0GpK, o0UTwE kol 0 XPLoTog:

1 Corinthians 12:20 But now are they many members, yet but one body.
VOV 8¢ MOAAL WEV WEAT, €V &€ O@uo.
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One soul — One life, Ly (3)

Acts 4:32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one
soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his
own; but they had all things common.
Tod 6¢ TANOOUC TOV TLoTELOAVTWY Y Kapdle kol Yuyn ple, kel odde €l
G TL TOV UTopYOVTwY abT@ édeyer 18Lov elval AL’ fv adtolg amovte
KOLV.

Philippians 2:2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being
of one accord, of one mind.
TANPWOATE oL TNV XapdV e TO adTO dpoviite, Thy adTHY Gyommy
éyovteg, ovpuyoL, to v ppovodreg,

Philippians 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ:
that whether | come and see you, or else be absent, | may hear of your affairs, that
ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;
Mévov &Elwe tod edoyyeilov Tod XpLotod moAlteleabe, (va €lte EAOWY
Kol LOWY DUAC €lTe AWV aKOVW TG TePL DUADV, OTL OTNKETE €V €Vl
Treduatt, Ll Yuxf ovvadrodrteg tf mlotel tod edoyyeAlov
One mind — understanding (way of thinking, attitude) (5)

2 Corinthians 13:11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of
one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.
Aomov (X6€)L¢OL Xou,pere KocrocprLCeoee ﬂocpocKockeLoee ro o0TO
¢povewe elpnedete, kal 0 0e0g Thg ayamng kal elpnung €otal ped’
VUGV,

Philippians 2:2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being
of one accord, of one mlnd [one understandlng]
Trknpcooocre oL TNV Xocpocv v 0 adto dpoviite, Ty adTY GydTny
éyovtec, ovpuyot, T0 v ppovodrrec,

1 Peter 3:8 Finally, be ye all of one mind [same understanding], having
compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:
TO 8¢ téhoc Towteg OpoOPpoves, ovuTadele, PpLiadeidor, ebdomiayyvot,
TOTELVOPPOVEC,

Romans 15:5 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded
[the same understanding] one toward another according to Christ Jesus:
0 8¢ Beo¢ Thg LToRorfg kel TG TapakANoew 6wn LWLV 10 adtd Pppovely
€v arAnioLg ket Xplotov ‘Inoodv,
Philippians 2:2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded [the same understanding],
having the same love, being of one accord of one mind.

Trknpcooocre oL TNV Xocpow v 10 adtd dpovfite, Ty adTy GydTny
€yovteg, ovuuyoL, To v ppovodrteg,

One spirit (1)

Philippians 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ:
that whether | come and see you, or else be absent, | may hear of your affairs, that
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ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the
gospel;
Mévov &Elwe tod edoyyeilov Tod XpLotod moAlteleabe, (va €lte EAOWY
Kol LOWY DUAC €lte GTWY GKOVW TG TePL DUADV, OTL OTNKETE €V €Vl
mrebuatL, pid Yoyl ovvadrodrteg tf mlotel tod eduyyeAlov
One heart (1) Lit. heart and soul one

Acts 4:32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one
soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his
own; but they had all things common.
Tob &¢ ﬂlneoug TOV moreuoowm)v nv KochLoc Kol tln)xn p.Loc KOCL o8¢ €l
G TL rwv UTapYOVTwr adT@ édeyer 18Lov elval aAL’ fv adTolg amovte
KOLV.

One passion (6)

Acts 1:14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the
women, and Maw the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.
oDTOL TTOCVTEQ noov Trpoomprepouvreg op,oeup.oaéov rn ﬂpooeuxn ouv
vYuvalELy kel Moprop Tf untpl tod ‘Inood kol tolg adeidolc adtod.

Acts 2:46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking
bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of
heart,
Ko’ ﬁpepow T€ Trpoor(ocprepouvreg op.oeup.océov &V TR Lepco KAQVTEG T€
Kat' olkov &ptov, peteiaupavor tpodfic év ocyocMLocOEL Kol GdperoTnTL
Kepdlog

Acts 4:24 And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one
accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the
sea, and all that in them is:
oL &¢ ocKovoowreg op.oeup,ocﬁov npow d)(ovnv TTpOQ TOV Geov Kol elmow,
Aeonom ou 0 ﬂomoocg TOV 00pavOY Kel Thy YAY kol thy OdAecooy kol
TVt o €V 0DTOlLG,

Acts 5:12 And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought
among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch.
AL 8¢ TOV xeLpdV TAV GTOOTOAWY €YLVETO onuelo Kol TEPUT TOAAX &V
TG AxG® Kol foay OLoBLLaSOY GTaVTEG €V TT LTolX LOoAouGYTOC,

Acts 15:25 It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send
chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,
€50Ecry MULY YeVOUEroLe OULoBUUadOV EkAcEolévoLe rdpag TRl TPOG
UUdc oLy Tolg ayatnrole Nuedv Bapvefa kel Iodiw,

Romans 15:6 That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
v OpoBupadOY €V €Vl otopatL dofalnte TOV Bedv kol TaTépr TOD
KupLov MUKV ‘Incod Xprotod.
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e One fold, One Shepherd (1)

John 10:16 And other sheep | have, which are not of this fold: them also | must
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one
shepherd.
Kol GAAe TPOPate €xw & 0VK €0TLY €k TRAC MOARC TalTNg Kokelve O€l e
&yayeiv kol TS pwriic Hov dkovooLoLY, Kal Yevnoovtal Wi ToLpvr, €lg
ToLu.

e Speak the same thing (1)

1 Corinthians 1:10 Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you;

but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
HOCp(XK(X)\.(L) d¢ Uuocg, oc6ekd)0L 6LOC T0D ovouocrog rov KUpLOU MUY ’Inoov
XpLotob, woc 'ro «0TO )teynre TTOCVTE(._', KoL p.n n v upw oylopate, fre &¢
KGTNPTLOREVOL €V T¢) alT® Vol kol €v TH alTh YYwun.

e One (3)

John 17:11 And now | am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and |

come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast

given me, that they may be one, as we are. 21 That they all may be one; as thou,

Father, artin me, and | in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may

believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the glory which thou gavest me | have given

them; that they may be one, even as we are one:
KOCL OUKETL ELpL v roo Koouw Kol owrm ev O Koopw ELOLV Kocyw Trpog
o€ EpXOp.OLL Hocrep ocyLe rnpnoov owroug v m) OVOpTL 00V B 6660)!(06@
pot, woc (Sow €v Kocewg npag 21 woc nowrec; ev (Sow Kocewg oV, ﬂ(XTEp,
ev epm Kocy(o év ool, Lva KOCL owrou, €v npw woLy, ve 0 Koopog moreun
0TL o0 e octreorakocg 22 kayw Ty 60Eov v 6660)K06Q uot 8édwka hTOLE,
v dow v kabog Nuelg év:

N.B. Before oneness, separation is to take place.

e |tis the separated ones — sanctified ones who are intended by the Lord Jesus
to be one.

e BUT, this oneness is to be true of all who are sanctified in the truth. N.B. It is not
to be predicated on perfection!

e This prayer of Christ requesting oneness for those who are truly His own
assumes that there will be many things that divide these sanctified brethren
which ought not to divide them.

John 17:6 | have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me
out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have
kept thy word [tov AGyov oov]. 8 For | have given unto them

which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and
have known surely that | came out from thee, and they have believed that
thou didst send me. 14 | have given them thy word [tov Adyov cou]; and
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the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as | am
not of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word [6 Adyoc 6
o0c¢] is truth. 18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have | also
sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes | sanctify myself, that they
also mlght be sanctified through the truth.
’Ed)owepu)ooc ooy 70 ovopoc ‘EOLQ owepwﬂOLg oug eéwmg HOL €K
T0D Koopou OOL MooV KOULOL owroug €6wKC Kol TOV Aéyov ooV
TeTRpNKOY. 8 OTL o €dwkac por Sédwke adTolg, Kol
odTOL €AaPov kol Eyvwooy aAnOGS E')fl. Trocp& 00D éiﬁk@ov, Koc‘L
eTLoTEVOOY é‘CL 01’) pe oméorakocg 14 eyw éeéwmx owrou; rov
kéyov oov Kol 0 Koopog emonoev owroug, 0TL OUK eloly EK rou
KOOOU Koce(og €YW OLK ELuL ¢k ToD KOOp.OU 17 aywcoov a0TOVG €V
Tf dAnBelg: 6 ALdyog O 00¢ GANOeLd €0TLv. 18 Kabwg éuc
QTEOTELANG €LC TOV KOOUOV, KAY®W GTEOTELAN DTOVC €LC TOV
Koopor: 19 kol UTEp alTOV €yw ayLadw EUauToV, re oLy kel
odTolL TyyLopévoL év danBelq.
NOTE: Sanctification takes place only in the sphere of truth. Truth is defined
as the very utterances and the message [tov AGyov cou] given
specifically by Christ.

What scriptural unity is NOT!

1. Scriptural unity is not uniformity. It is harmony (symphony = sum + phonos =
many different kinds of instruments sounding together in harmony).

2. Scriptural unity is not a uniting of believer and unbeliever, or a uniting of obedient
believers with disobedient believers.

3. Scriptural unity is not a uniting of different religions believing in different gospels
— different ways to heaven. It is not ecumenical.

THE BASIS OF BIBLICAL UNITY
A common life in Jesus Christ.
1. A common life and mission.

Philippians 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of
Christ: that whether | come and see you, or else be absent, | may hear of your
affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the
faith of the gospel;
Moévov GElwe tod edayyedlov tod XpLotod moALTeleabe, Tva elte
EMBV Kol LOWV VPG €lTe ATV GkoLw TG TEPL VUV, OTL OTNKETE &V
eVl Trelpate, wig Yuxh ovvedlodvteg Th TLotel ToD eduyyeALou
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ouvabAéw = to work together as an athletic team.

2. Genuine spiritual relationships.

e Relationships based upon carnal considerations are to be a thing of the
past. New relationships based on reconciliation (vs. 19) are now to prevail.

2 Corinthians 5:16 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh:
yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth
know we him no more. 17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh;
even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now
we know Him in this way no longer. 17 Therefore if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold,
new things [relationships] have come [become - come into
being]. 18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to
Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,
“Qote Muelc amo Tod Viv o08éve oldoper KoTh oapKe: €l
Kol EYVOKUey KTl oopke XpLotov, aAid viv oUkeETL
Ywaokopev. 17 dote €l Ti¢ év XpLot®, KeLvn KTLoLg: T
apyote TapfiABer, Ldob yéyover kawwd: 19 W¢ 0TL Beog MY
¢v XpLoT® KOOUOV KUTAAAXOOWY €xUT®, U1 A0yLOuerog
a0TOLG TO TUPUTTWHKTE (OTOY Kol Béuevog év MUy Tov
A0yov ThC KoTaAAoyfc.

e There are differing gifts, personalities, insights, approaches to ministry, and
emphases all among God-fearing, Bible-believing, fundamentalist brethren
— like the many facets on a gem.

e The mutual need of fundamental brethren one for another is beyond
anything most of us recognize!

Dr. Issues needs Dr. Soul-winner — Dr. Soul-winner needs Dr. Issues.

Dr. Expositor needs Dr. Evangelism — Dr. Evangelism needs Dr.
Expositor.

Dr. Missions needs Dr. Local Church — Dr. Local Church needs Dr.
Missions.

Dr. Administrator needs Dr. Orator — Dr. Orator needs Dr.
Administrator.

Dr. Traditional needs Dr. New Ildeas — Dr. New Ideas needs Dr.
Traditional.

Dr. Theology needs Dr. Practical — Dr. Practical needs Dr. Theology.
Dr. Younger needs Dr. Older — Dr. Older needs Dr. Younger.

The “Christ” Who is defined in the Word of God.
The Scriptures themselves.
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1. The Fundamental truths of scripture.

NOTE: Fundamentalism is all about biblical integrity in life and ministry and
this is defined for us by the Word of God.

2. Not logical conclusions, traditions, spiritual hang-ups, methodology (outside the
realm of biblical principles).

Many equate Methodology with Theology in fundamental importance. There
is a decided distinction between Theology and Methodology. Methodology is
not fundamental — essential — to our belief and practice in the same sense

as Theology. The principles for Methodology arise out of Theology, but they
are not one and the same.

The clear commands of Scripture.

1. Scriptural unity cannot exist with those who ignore or disobey the clear
commands of Scripture.

2. Unity with and love for genuinely obedient brethren is not an option. IT IS A
CLEAR COMMAND OF SCRIPTURE!!!

3. We are to love the brethren because God loves them! Not because they meet
our expectations or because we find them likable or attractive.

VIOLATIONS OF BIBLICAL UNITY
Not only is there a false kind of unity — there is also a false kind of separation!

Separation misunderstood and misapplied results in unnecessary fragmentation
and division.

Factious, divisive words and deeds done in the name of separation are a direct
violation of biblical unity. Those guilty of these words and deeds are to be dealt
with according to the instructions of Titus 3:10,11.

Titus 3:10 A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject; 11
Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of

himself.
Reject a factious man after a first and second warning, 11 knowing that such

a man is perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned.
OLPETLKOY GVOPWTOV PeTh Uiy Kol deutépar vovdeoiay mupoltoD,
11 eldwg 0TL €E€oTpamtal O TOLODTOG Kl GUOPTOVEL WV
o OTOKOTOKPLTOG.

NOTE:

e A heretic is one who chooses another way — one who causes divisions or
separations contrary to biblical teaching.

e God hates the spreading of strife and discord among brethren.

Proverbs 6:16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an
abomination unto him: 17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed
innocent blood, 18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be
swift in running to mischief, 19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that
soweth discord [one who spreads strife] among brethren.
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NOTE THE DANGERS OF PERSONAL AGENDA'S !
» Agenda = the what or the how of something that is important to us.
» Love does not insist on having things its own way!

NASB Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give
preference to one another in honor;

ESV 1 Corinthians 13:5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful;

Judging others is forbidden.
e Condemnation for personal reasons is forbidden.

Matthew 7:1 Judge not, that ye be not judged. 2 For with what judgment ye
judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again. 3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy
brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 4 Or how
wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and,
behold, a beam is in thine own eye? 5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam
out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out
of thy brother's eye.
"Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 2 "For in the way you judge,
you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured
to you. 3 "Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but
do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 "Or how can you say to
your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' and behold, the log
is in your own eye? 5 "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own
eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's
eye.
Mn) prere woc p.n KpLeT]TG 2 &v Q) yop Kprom prere
kpLONOo€oOe, Kal €V @ UETPW WETPELTE UeTPNONoETHL DULV.

1 Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things,
yet he himself is judged of no man.
PuyLkog 8¢ Grlpwmog ol déxetal to Tod Mreduatog Tod Beod, pwple
Yap a0T® €0TLY Kol 00 SOvatel yrdvaL, 0TL TVEURKTLKGG
avokplvetal: 15 0 6¢ TVeLPaTLKOC dvakplvel [ta] mavte, adtog 8¢
U 008eVOC GVOKPLVETL.
dvaxpivw = (a) study thoroughly; (b) investigate in court; (c) criticize (d)
evaluate carefully

dvaxplvw = to try to learn the nature or truth of something by the
process of careful study, evaluation and judgment - 'to examine carefully,
to investigate, to study thoroughly.' ka8’ Nuépar GUaKpLYOVTES TOC
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vpobag €l €xoL tadte olTwG 'every day they carefully examined the
Scriptures to see if what he said was really true' Ac 17.11.

Also: generally of the process of evaluation — to examine, question,
study carefully; as sifting evidence in judicial hearings hold a preliminary
hearing, cross examine, investigate, interrogate; as passing judgment on
personal behavior call to account, criticize, judge.

A.T. Robertson: 1Co 2:15 - Judgeth all things («xvokpLver Tavta). The
spiritual man (0 Tvevpatikoc) is qualified to sift, to examine, to decide rightly,
because he has the eyes of his heart enlightened (Eph 1:18) and is no longer
blinded by the god of this world (2Co 4:4). There is a great lesson for
Christians who know by personal experience the things of the Spirit of God.
Men of intellectual gifts who are ignorant of the things of Christ talk learnedly
and patronizingly about things of which they are grossly ignorant. The spiritual
man is superior to all this false knowledge. He himself is judged of no man
(wvtog de LT ovdevog awvakpLvetat). Men will pass judgment on him, but the
spiritual man refuses to accept the decision of his ignorant judges. He stands
superior to them all as Polycarp did when he preferred to be burnt to saying,
"Lord Caesar" in place of "Lord Jesus." He was unwilling to save his earthly
life by the worship of Caesar in place of the Lord Jesus. Polycarp was a
TVEVLOLTLKOG man.

e Judging of motives is forbidden.

1 Corinthians 4:3 But with me it is a very small thing that | should be judged of
you, or of man's judgment: yea, | judge not mine own self. 4 For | know nothing
by myself; yet am | not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord. 5
Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring
to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the
hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God.
But to me it is a very small thing that | may be examined by you, or by any
human court; in fact, | do not even examine myself. 4 For | am conscious of
nothing against myself, yet | am not by this acquitted; but the one who
examines me is the Lord. 5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment before
the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things
hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men's hearts; and then
each man's praise will come to him from God.
€uol 8¢ el EdayLotov éotiy, v DY’ VPOV arakpldd 7 LTO
dwepwﬂivng ﬁpép(xg' o’cM’ 01’)6‘6 éuocurbv o’wocKpivu). 4 0L8EY YO
euowm) OUVOL606 ocM 00K ev rom'u) 666LKochpocL 0 66 owocKpivu)v
pe KUpLog eorw 5 )oTe pn PO KOCLpOU T prere €wg Ay €10 o
KUpLO(;, 0¢ Kol pwTloeL roc Kpumoc TOL OKOTOUQ Kol d)owepcooa rocg
BOLALC TGOV KaPSLOY® Kol TOTE O EMULVOC YEVNOETHL €KKOTW GTO TOD
BeoD.

Wrong reasons for separation:
1. Personal disagreements.

2. Within the bounds of biblical principles — differing decisions on colleges, mission
boards, etc..
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. Differing standards. (vs. rejection of biblical principles)
. Turf wars.

3
4
5. Politics within the work of God.

6. Denominational distinctives. Being of another denominational persuasion does
not in and of itself constitute one an apostate or heretic.

There no place for bitterness in the battle.

1. Separation is never to be practiced for personal reasons but for biblical reasons
and based upon biblical principles.

2. Much that is done in the name of separation is just plain meanness
There must be repentance for violations of biblical love and unity!

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF LOVE AND UNITY
There must be a place for reaching out to and restoration of fallen brethren.

2 Corinthians 2:4 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart | wrote unto you with
many tears; not that ye should be grieved, but that ye might know the love which |
have more abundantly unto you. 5 But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved
me, but in part: that | may not overcharge you all. 6 Sufficient to such a man is this
punishment, which was inflicted of many. 7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to
forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up
[overwhelmed] with overmuch sorrow. 8 Wherefore | beseech you that ye would
confirm your love toward him.
€k yop TOAARC OALPewe kol ouvoyfic kapdlag Eypofe DULY SLE TOAADY
dakpLwy, oy t(Voc Avmmbfite QAL TNV ayaTmy ve yvdTe Ny éxw
TrepLooorépwg €lg Up&g 5 EiL 6é TLC )Lekl')TrnKev OUK e kekfmnKev QA
omo pepoug, woc un emﬁapw TOVTOG Up,OCQ 6 LKOLVOV () TOLOVTW n
emnpux a0t n UTO TRV ﬂkELovwv 7 ®ote rowownov HOALOY DUEG
xaploaoBul Kol TapakaAéoal, W TWG TH TEPLOCOTEPE ADTT KATaToOf O
T0L0DTOC. 8 810 THPUKOAD VUG KLUPKDOHL €1¢ adTOV Qyammy:

Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual,
restore [supply everything needed] such an one in the spirit of meekness;
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.
Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore
such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too
will not be tempted
"AdeAdol, eow Kol ﬂpoknpdaen ow@p(mrog v TLvL Trocpocmwuocn VUELC ol
TTVEUp,OC’ELKOL mwpu{ere TOV TOLODTOV &V Tvelpatl Tpaltnrog, oKoToY
OELTOV PN KoL OV TELPaoOfC.

2 Thessalonians 3:14 And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that
man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. 15 Yet count him not
as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.
€l 6€ TLC oDY UTOKOVEL TG AOYR MUOV SLe ThC EMLOTOATC, ToDTOV
onuerodoBe un ouvvavaplyvuoBul adtd, Tre évtpatf 15 kol pun we éxOpov
Ny€loBe, dAAL vouBetelte WG GdeAPOV.



Page 15

e 1 Timothy 5:1 Rebuke not [=to strike upon with words] an elder, but
intreat [appeal, plead, request] him as a father; and the younger men as
brethren; 2 The elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters, with all
purity.

Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather appeal to him as a
father, fo the younger men as brothers, 2 the older women as mothers,
and the younger women as sisters, in all purity
HpeoBm‘epw p.n emn)m&nf; GAAGL TrocpocKoc)LeL We ﬂocrepoc
vewrepoug oog oc6ekd)oug, 2 TPEOPUTEPNC WG UNTEPNS, VEWTEPRC
W¢ AOEAPOG €V o Cyvely.

How true Christian love operates.
True Christian love is both kind and correct at the same time!

2 John 1:5 And now | beseech thee, lady, not as though | wrote a new
commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love
one another. 6 And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is
the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.
Now | ask you, lady, not as though / were writing to you a new commandment,
but the one which we have had from the beginning, that we love one another. 6
And this is love, that we walk [conduct ourselves] according to His
commandments. This is the commandment, just as you have heard from the
beginning, that you should walk in it.
kel VOV €pwtd o€, kuple, o0) WG EVTOATV KolvNy Ypadwy ool GAAX Ny
elyoper & apyfc, v dyetduer aAiniovg. 6 kol altn éoTiv Ty dydm,
Tve TepLmotdpey kot TeG EvToAdg ahtod: alitn 1 €VTOoAN €0TLY, KoOWC
frovonte & apyfc, Tva év adth mepLmathte.

True Christian love is merciful |

Luke 6:31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.
32 For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love
those that love them. 33 And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what
thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same. 34 And if ye lend to them of
whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to
receive as much again. 35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend,
hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the
children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. 36 Be ye
therefore merciful [sensitive, compassionate], as your Father also is merciful.
kel koeBwg Bérete o ToL@oLy DULY ol &vBpwmol ToLelte adTOlE OUOLWG.
32 kol €l ayamdte TOVC AYaTOVTHG DUAC, Tolo VULV XapLg €0TLV; Kol
YOP Ol GUOPTWAOL TOUG AyamdVTeg adTOVG ayamooLy. 33 Kol [yop] €wv
ayoBomoLfite Toug dyabomoLoDrTeg DUAC, Tole VIV XapLg €0Tiv; Kol ol
apoPTWAOL TO ahTO ToLodoLY. 34 kol €xv Savionte map’ WY EATLleTe
AoBely, molo DPIY xapLg [€0TIV]; Kol GUEpTWAOL GuapTWAOLS Savi{ovoLy
v damoraBwoLy ta Tow. 35 TANY ayamdte Toug €xOpole LUGY Kol
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ayoBotoLelte kol Savilete undev ameAmi{ovtec kol €0tal 0 ULoBOC DUV
ToAUG, kol €0€aBe viol DYloTov, OTL KDTOC YPNOTOC EOTLY ETL TOUG
ayoplotoug kel movnpovc. 36 I'iveoBe oiktippoves kabwg [kal] O Tatnp
VLGV OLKTLppwY €0Tiv.

QUESTION? If we are to behave in this spirit toward those who are sinners and
enemies, in what spirit should we behave toward those who are our brothers in
Christ?

The teaching of Matthew 18:15-17

Matthew 18:15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his
fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.
16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth
of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17 And if he shall neglect
to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be
unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.
"If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you
have won your brother. 16 "But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more
with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE
CONFIRMED. 17 "If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector.
Bov &¢ apaptnon [elc €] 0 adedddc oou, Umaye €reyEov alTOV petafl
00D kol adTod povov. éav oou dkovor, éképdnong TOV adeApor cou: 16
€ov 8¢ pn dxovom, TepoaPe pet 0od €Tl éve 1) 6o, Tve €Tl 0TOMaTOC
800 papTUpwY N TPLOY oTadf Tav Phue: 17 v 8¢ mapakolon adTdv,
elme T ékkAnole: €y 6¢ kol ThHC EkkAnolag TopakoloT), €0Tw 0oL
WoTep 0 EBVLKOC Kol O TEAWVNC.

e Matthew 18 is not a procedure to deal with public sins.

e Matters of ecclesiastical separation are not personal matters between two
individuals within the context of a local church.

e Matters of ecclesiastical separation are not a matter of a personal, unreconciled
condition between differing brethren. They are a matter of discipline and
accountability to the clear commands of Scripture.

e In Matthew 18, no matter of church discipline is involved. Even if it were a matter
of discipline, the first party has already put the matter before the public — before
the church and the world. Ecclesiastical separation is not therefore a private
matter of personal offence.

NOTE: Our response must appropriately be as public as the original statement or
action. Otherwise, the church will be hurt.

More basic axioms:
e You can have discipline without love, but you cannot have love without discipline.
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You can have separation without love, but you cannot have love without
separation.

You can have unity without love, but you cannot have love without unity.

You can have doctrinal correctness without love, but you cannot have love without
doctrinal correctness.

You can have truth without love, but you cannot have love without the truth.

Further clarifications:

It is wrong not to separate from unbelievers in matters of religious endeavor. To
unite ecclesiastically with unbelievers is wrong!

It is wrong not to separate from believers when clear basic principles of Scripture
have been violated.

It is wrong to separate from obedient brethren, as we would separate from
unbelievers — on matters that clearly are not basic and fundamental to a Biblical
belief and practice.

KEEPING UNITY AND SEPARATION IN BALANCE
NOTE: The practice of Love and Unity must be done with Integrity!

1. Itis very important to keep a cutting edge on your ministry. If you do not, you
will ultimately surround yourself with people who do not necessarily share your
convictions, but who enjoy the success of what you are doing. In so doing, you
will build an organization that will ultimately repudiate your convictions.

2. Failure to separate where the Scriptures require us to do so will result in serious
offenses against God and His Word! The following important issues are at stake:

Identity — assuming an identity in common with those who dishonor God —
lending the good auspices of your name to that which dishonors God.

Morality — abandoning biblical moral and social principles.

Commonality — leaving biblical teachings and principles in order to establish
common ground with others.

Credibility — giving credibility to that which ought to be rejected — giving your
personal approval to disobedience. It is always wrong to add numbers,
credibility, or strength to an apostasy!

Culpability — failure to reject wrong doctrine, conduct, morals and practices.

culepacble ME coupable, fr. MF, fr. L culpabilis, fr. culpare to blame, fr. culpa guilt
1 archaic : GUILTY, CRIMINAL
2 meriting condemnation or blame esp. as wrong or harmful <culpable
negligence> syn see BLAMEWORTHY



